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FROM THE VICE-PRESIDENT 

I hope your bags are being packed and dogs all brushed up ready for the Big 
Week-end in Seattle, Washington. It is the 35th National American Eskimo Dog 
Association Show October 22, 2005! . I will have a tape of the first National 
American Eskimo Dog Show that will be in the AUCTION. This is being 
donated by J. D. and Janis McNutt who attended and showed their Eskimo in the 
show in 1970. Go back to your last newsletter for more information on this show. 

The next National show will be in Florida October 21, 2006 (42nd weekend) . The 
exact location will be made available at a later date. 

I want to THANK the National membership for allowing me to serv,e as one of 
your National officers for the past many years. Since the mid-70's I have been 
on the National Executive board three different times for about 15 years. I have 
seen a lot of changes during that time, good and bad.but we always have moved 
ahead in a positive manner. I have enjoyed working with all the people during 
this time. This 71 year old would like to see other members offer their talents to 
serve the NAEDA. 

Remember, this is your ORGANIZATION and we need your support!!!!! 

PLEASE BRING YOUR ITEMS FOR THE LIVE AUCTION!!! 



From the Secretary: 

First, I would like to thank the NAEDA Executive Board for their thoughts 
and kindness during my father's death. The plant sent was beautiful and 
uplifting. My Dad was a Keystone and NAEDA member for a pretty long 
time. He was my biggest supporter of showing, attending most of my local , 
shows, back when his health allowed him to. He was instrumental in 
helping Keystone have its first show. He looked forward to his newsletter 
every quarter to see what was happening in the Eskie world. 

As most probably know, I will be stepping down from my position of 
Secretary. It has been a pleasure, and at times, trying during my 8 years as 
Secretary. We have accomplished so much as an organization and the 
Eskie as a whole, I am proud to have been a part of it moving forward. I will 
be available to help the next Secretary during the transition to make things 
as smooth as possible. 

With only one show per year now, I am hoping we can all work together in 
making the NAEDA National one grand Eskie show each and every fall. I am 
hoping to see some seminars, education, grooming and health, to name a 
few, become a part of our National show weekend. This year we will be in 
Washington State. Please plan to attend. It should be a fun time for all. Next 
year we will be heading to the sunny state of Florida. Plans are in the 
making. Don't forget to make yours to attend. 

The Eskie Magazine is back!!! For those who were not in the Eskie world 
when the magazine was here before, it is something you will want to 
subscribe to. Our breed is very lucky to have its own magazine. It is a huge 
undertaking and with our breed being fairly small in numbers, we should be 
grateful to see its return. 

I look forward to seeing everyone in Washington. 

Anna Baughn 
NAEDA Secretary 



Debbie Mitchell, Corresponding Secretary 

As I write this, my first thoughts are with those and their loved ones and 
pets so devastated by Hurricane Katrina. They are in my prayers daily. 

REMINDER: This is an election year. Upon receipt of your ballot, please 
make sure that I receive it 120 hours prior to the meeting on October 22, 
2005, pursuant to the bylaws. This would be by midnight on October 17, 
2005. Please take the time to mark and return your ballot. This is your 
National. We want to hear your voice. 

I believe we still have a few trophies left that have not yet been donated. 
Please contact Heidi Halverson at h.halverson@mchsi.com to donate a 
trophy. It would be so nice for them all to be donated this year. 

We return to the great state of Washington for our National this October. 
If you have not yet purchased your airline ticket, please do so immediately 
before the price of fuel gets any higher! We would hate for anyone to miss 
the National because of this. I purchased my ticket in July. 

This National should be a large one. Remember, we only have one 
National a year now, and the next one is not until October, 2006 in the 
great state of Florida. Please try to attend the National. We have a great 
time and we want your input! If you are able to come, please try and bring 
something for the auction, and don't forget Dick Kortemeier will be there 
begging you for money on the 50/50. I have spoken with several people 
who really have some neat articles to auction off this time, so if you aren't 
there, you won't have the opportunity to bid on them. 

This is also a very special National in that it is the NAEDA's 35 th 

anniversary, as well as dedicated to the memory of Karla Cole. 

Hope to see you all in Washington in October! 

• 

• • 
■I 
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From the Treasurer: 

June,2005 

The two Treasurer Reports compiled since the last newsletter are 
included with this publication. Should anyone have questions, 
please feel free to contact me directly. 

Items of note: 

I) We need donations for trophies for the 2005 Fall Show. This 
is the 35th Fall National and we hope to have nice trophies 
to celebrate these past wonderful 35 years. Heidi Halverson 
is the Trophy Chairman so please consider a donation! A 
separate note from Heidi accompanies this publication with 
her contact information. 

2) NAEDA is hopeful of having a Junior Showmanship 
sponsoree for the 2006 UKC Premier. This is a new and, in 
my humble opinion, an important step for NAEDA to take. 
Juniors are of course our future. We need to be supportive 
and offer guidance. This program will help us help them. 

3) All of us within the Eskie community are saddened with the 
passing of Karla Cole. It's tough to even write this without 
tearing up. NAEDA's Exec Committee decided the best way 
we could honor Karla was to help her beloved husband 
Dallas with either care of her dogs or with expenses he 
might have of a more personal nature. In talking with 
Oallas, the dogs have been resettled, so we sent Dallas a 
small "rememberance" of money for him to use at his 
discretion. We will monitor with Dallas in the next few 
months to be sure he's doing fine and if we can be of 
assistance to him in some small way, we will do so. 

4) As Treasurer I am greatly relieved that the Spring Rotating 
Show has passed into the night. It was a huge financial 
drain on this organization and we can better spend our 
resources on opportunities of service in the future with the 
same dollars. 

Sally Bedow, Treasurer 



National American Eskimo Dog Association 
Sally Bed ow, Treasurer 

1978 School Rd 
Port Lavaca, TX 77979-5646 

361-552-9083 
eskie@tisd.net 

Balance as of 6/7/05: 

Income for this period: 

Titlist Book 
Memberships 

Total Income for Period 

Expenses for this period: 

Create Account For Rescue 
Postage/Shipping (incl. newsletter) 
Bloodlines Ad for Fall Show 
Flowers to funeral, A. Baughn father 
Printing newsletter 

Total Expenses for Period 

Balance as of 6/7/05: 

Pending Transactions: 

$9,366.87 

$2,040.00 
60.00 

$2,100.00 

$ 837.00 
222.10 
190.00 
79.98 

163.20 

$1,492.28 

$9,974.59 

1) Receipt of $95.00 from Washington club for½ of one page ad in 
Bloodlines (has been received, not yet deposited) 

************************************************** 

Rescue Fund: 

Beginning Balance: 

Expenditures this period 

Current Balance in Rescue Fund - 9/1/05 

$ 837.00 

(275.00) 

$ 562.00 
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PAWS (Pet Animal Welfare Statute of 2005) 
(Senate Bill 1139/House Bill 2669) 

The "Pet Animal Welfare Statute" (PAWS) is a bill to amend the federal Animal Welfare 
Act (A WA). For almost forty years the AWA has been used by the United States 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) to regulate commercial activity in pets. Rescue 
groups have never been mentioned in the AW A. The AW A currently exempts any 
person, including rescuers who place/sell pets directly with the public and do not sell 
animals at wholesale in commerce. This exemption has been upheld by the US courts 
when the Doris Day Animal League sued the USDA in an attempt to force hobby 
breeders to be classified as "dealers." In January 2003, the US Court of Appeals upheld 
USDA's determination to exclude home breeders by defining them in federal regulations 
as retail outlets. It also left it up to USDA to determine the best allocation of their 
resources to provide for the welfare of the largest number of animals possible. 
In its decision, the court cited arguments by USDA and said: " It was also within the 
authority delegated to him by Congress for the Secretary to decline to amend the 
definition in light of the potential invasions of privacy that would result if federal 
inspectors began enforcing 'cleaning, sanitation, handling, and other regulatory 
requirements in private homes."' 

While PAWS regulates dog, cat, monkey (nonhuman primate mammal), guinea pig, . 
hamster, rabbit, or such other warm blooded animal, as the Secretary may determine is 
being used, or is intended for use, for research, testing, experimentation, or exhibition 
purposes, or as a pet, we will limit our discussion here to the impact upon dogs only. The 
companion bills S 1139/H2669 propose an end run around the failed DDAL lawsuit 
against USDA, an attempt to force federal regulation of breeders who sell their puppies 
directly to the public. 

PAWS would amend the definition of "dealer" as follows: 
"The term "dealer" means any person who, in commerce, for compensation or profit, 
delivers for transportation, or transports, except as a carrier, buys, or sells, or negotiates 
the purchase or sale of, 
(1) any dog or other animal whether alive or dead for research, teaching, exhibition, or 
use as a pet, or 
(2) any dog for hunting, security, or breeding purposes, or 
(3) any dog imported from outside the United States, unless the dog is imported by the 
person for the use and enjoyment of the person, except that this term does not include-
(i) a retail pet store except such store which sells any animals to a research facility, an 
exhibitor, or a dealer, or which sells any dogs imported from outside the United States; or 
(ii) any person who, during any calendar year-
(I)( aa) sells not more than 25 dogs or cats at wholesale or to the public; Q!. 

(bb) does not whelp more than 6 litters of dogs or cats and sells only dogs or cats bred 
or raised on the premises of the person directly at retail to persons who purchase such 
animals for their own use and enjoyment and not for resale; and 
(II) derives not more than $500 gross income from the sale of other animals." 



***** 
What PAWS does not do: 
1. State whether the larger of 6 litters or 25 dogs is the trigger point or if one meets 
either requirement one is subject to USDA dealer requirements. The clarification of this 
portion of the law may be made in regulations yet to be written. 
2. Does not exempt rescue organizations. An argument has been made that the term 
"compensation" means profit. However the regulations read "compensation or profit" 
thus definitely separating the two. Again, the issue of how rescue organizations will be 
treated may be made in regulations yet to be written. 
3. Makes no allowance for the hobby breeder who sells that puppy from a co owned litter 
bred by the co owner or the hobby breeder who sells a stud fee puppy. Sell one of these 
puppies and you become a "dealer." Again, this may be addressed in regulations to be 
written after the bill becomes law. 
4. PAWS does not state whether those hobby breeders who become classified as 
"dealers" under this new legislation will have to meet current USDA standards for 
housing and care. The current USDA regulations that apply to (9 CFR § 3.1 Housing 
facilities) do not allow the dogs to be kept or puppies whelped in the house at all. We are 
supposed to trust that the USDA will write new regulations specifically for the home 
hobby "dealer." 
5. PAWS would double or triple the number of dealers to be i·nspected and there's no 
chance that the USDA will get a big budget increase. Various organizations such as the 
AKC and HSUS hope to be licensed to do inspections for the USDA. Of course it would 
charge a fee for doing so. 
6. HSUS has said that they consider PAWS a first step. They've also said that they 
believe all breeding of pets should be federally licensed. If PAWS passes, steps two, 
three, (and so on) will be even worse. 

***** 

This may be one of the most important pieces of federal legislation that we have seen in 
years. The UKC strongly opposes a bill that could subject breeders in our sport to strict 
federal regulation. If you agree with UKC's concerns, please contact your legislative 
officials now and tell them you are opposed to the PAWS Bill. The bill is now in the 
Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry. CALL TODAY! The Senate 
Committee phone number: (202) 224-2035. For up-to-date information on PAWS, you 
can go to The Sportsmen's and Animal Owners' Voting Alliance: 
http://saova.org/1139.html 

Are you really reading your newsletter? If so, 
then here is a chance to prove it! Be the first to 
respond that you saw this blurb and get a FREE 
¼ page ad in the next newsletter! Write me at 
sunshadows@charter.net 

□ 

• • 
■ 
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:Fa[[ 9\[fltiona[ 2005 
Seattle, Washington 

Date: October 22, 2005 

Host: American Eskimo Dog Club of Washington 

Place: Best Western Southcenter Hotel (425) 226-1812 

Directions: 15901 West Valley Highway (800) 544-9863; From 1-405, take the WA-181 S/W. Valley 
HWY. exit- EXIT 1- toward Tukwila. Turn south onto W. Valley Hwy. The Best Western South 
Center is located 0.2 miles from the freeway exit on the right side of the road. See a map at 
www .bestwesternsouthcenter.com 

Judge: Sandra Drake 

Fees: Day of Show: $25, Pre-Entry: $20 received by September 25th .. Non-licensed: $8, JS - $10 if 
entered in regular class . 

Non-Licensed Events: Novke Puppy, Stud Dog, Brood Bitch, Brace, Special Exhibition (Parade of 
Title Holders) 

Conformation DOS Entry Time: 8:30-9:30 

Show Time: 10:00 am 

Motels: Best Western Southcenter Hotel $75 +tax.Mention you are with NAEDA. (425) 226-
1812 

Airports: Sea-Tac - complimentary shuttle to hotel 

Chairperson: Dick Kortemeier, 3416 SE 104t\ Moore, OK 73160, (405) 794-6421 
okieeskie@sbcglobal.net 

Event Secretary: Anna Baughn, RT 3 Box 8520, Dillwyn VA 23936 (434) 392-7415 
eskies@kinex.net 



Coma to Saattla in Octobarl 
AEDAW will host the 

2005 NAEDA Fall National 
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Sh 

Show 
Photographer: 
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andra Drake J . . ,:: ·· . · .. _·;;. :-

· e E 
. . , A 98446 
,,§ - 36-6673 

crystaleskies@earthlink.net 

Carolyn Schneider, Photographic Artist 
Standing Stones Photography 
Milton, WA 
253-922-2343 
www. standi ngstonesphotog raphy. com 
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--Walcoma to Saattla --
The Members of the AEDAW 

Hope You Enjoy 
The Dog r Visit!! 

on 
October·'2J"r;2-00S 

■ 9:30AM TO COMPLETION Two AEDAW SHOWS 

AEDAW website: http://www.aedaw.org 

■ 



E or W refers to East or West of the Mississippi River, next is the clubs name, next is the 
year the club was founded, next is the State location the club was founded in, next is the 
previous show dates and then the year the club is scheduled to host the National 
American Eskimo Dog Show. If anyone has any questions, please contact Richard 'Dick' 
Kortemeier at 405-794-6421 or okieeskie2@sbcglobal.net. 

W - AEDA of Washington founded in 1990 located in Washington show date 
2005(F) ALREADY SET 

E - Florida AEDA founded in 1993 located in Florida 200l(S)Passed 2006 

W - Nevada AEDA-PASSING founded in 1977 located in Nevada 1995(F) 2007 

E - Finger Lakes AEDA founded in 1990 located in New York 2001(S)Passed show date 
2008 

W - North-Western AEDA founded in 1975 located in California 1996(S) show date 2009 

E - Keystone AEDA founded in 1994 located in Pennsylvania 2001(S) show date 2010 

W - California AEDA founded in 1973 located in California 1997(F) show date 2011 

E - Northern Lights AEDA founded in 1992 located in Minnesota 2002(F) show 
date 2012 

W - Oklahoma AEDC founded in 1973 located in Oklahoma 1998(S) show date 2013 

E - Indiana AEDA founded in 1976 located in Indiana 2003(S) show date 2014 

W - Arizona AEDC founded in 1984 located in Arizona 2000(S)Passed show date 2015 

E - AEDA of New England founded in 1980 located in Massachusetts 2005(S) show 
date 2016 

W - Wasatch AEDA founded in 1986 located in Utah 2000(S) show date 2017 

E - Flordia AEDA founded in 1993 located in Flordia show date 2018 

W - AEDA of Oregon founded in 1986 located in Oregon 2002(S) show date 2019 

E - Finger Lake AEDA founded in 1990 located in New York show date 2020 

1 A listing of show dates and location when rotated East and West of the Mississippi 
yearly. Please 'note even years are East of the Mississippi River and odd years (election 
years) are West of the Mississippi. 

• • • • • • 
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(A recent rescue currently in foster care .... ) 

Kim, 
I received the reimbursement check yesterday, for Casey's heartworm 
treatment. Please express my deepest appreciation to the NAEDA, as this will 
help me help others that will follow. 

I 

He's doing great, we've had a few coughing spells, but no other issues. He's 
been introduced to peanut butter via his daily meds and I found that a dab of p/b 
seems to help soothe his throat after a spell, I've accused the little stinker of 
faking the cough at times, just to get the p/b. 

His last overnight vet stay, for the second treatment, will be Sept 12th. I'll finish 
payment with that visit and will forward the final receipt, with detail to you ASAP. 
Or I could sent the first stage receipt now. Either way is fine. 

I can't remember if I sent these pies or not ... but here's some of a more happy 
Casey. He's a little camera shy, so I've had a hard time getting a really good 
one. Thanks again - Jan Hadaway 



Special Needs: Collective Wisdom 

Tips On Caring For Older Dogs 

Compiled by Maureen Nelms 

Feeding 

The most important thing to ensure is that your dog is getting enough water 
to drink. Make sure the water is always fresh. If your dog does not appear to be 
drinking enough, offer the dish to the dog. Sometimes older dogs have difficulty 
moving and will become dehydrated before forcing themselves to the water dish. 
Try leaving fresh water in several locations in the house as the dog is more likely 
to drink if water is easily accessible. If your dog refuses to drink, try adding some 
low sodium baby broth (beef, chicken or lamb) to warm water and offer it to the 
dog. 

Judi Miller's veterinarian gave her a special diet for her older dog. She 
mixed one pound of cooked, lean ground beef, two cups of cooked rice, two hard 
boiled eggs, and ground up a couple of Tums into the mixture. The Tums helped 
settle his tummy as well as adding calcium to his diet. Judi also soaked dog 
biscuits in warm weak tea and milk so her dog could eat them. 

Pat Newman cooks a special stew to add to her older dogs' kibble. She 
cooks lean ground beef, carrots, potatoes, apples or blackberries (when they're 
in season), garlic, thyme and oregano, pasta or rice or oats. She occasionally 
adds tomatoes or lentils or any other leftover vegetables she has. (Do NOT add 
onions as these are harmful to dogs.) Pat also gives snacks throughout the day 
to which she adds baking soda to help settle older tummies. 

Marcia Herman made her old dog, Chaucer, special meatballs with very 
lean ground sirloin and kibble ground up in the food processor. She used a basic 
meatball recipe but substituted the ground up kibble for the bread crumbs. Feed 
about eight half dollar sized round meatballs for each meal. 

If your older dog is not eating well, you may want to consider trying some of 
the following tips: use raised feed bowls so the dog won't have to bend. Try 
warming up the food in the microwave. Add some hot water with a teaspoon of 
baby beef (or other meat) broth dissolved in the water. Spoon this over the dry 
food and l~t it soak in. Feed several smaller meals per day. Add 1 % cottage 
cheese or low fat natural yogurt to the food. 



■ 
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Best Foods for Older Dogs * 

There is no one best food for an older dog. Although pet food 
manufacturers advertise special "light" diets or protein-reduced foods for older 
dogs, there is actually no proven benefit from these special diets, and, in some 
cases, there may be some harm. 

According to Dr. Delmar Finco, in an article in Veterinary Forum (September 
1994), "Benefits from a reduced protein diet typical of existing canine geriatric 
products have never been proven, and the possibility exists that reduced protein 
diets are not in the best interest of the geriatric patient." Dr. Finco explains that 
there is very little scientific information about nutrition for senior dogs. He 
mentions one study that found older dogs have the same ability to digest and 
metabolize food as younger dogs do. And, in a study he himself conducted, Dr. 
Finco found that it was not clear whether older dogs gained weight because of 
lack of exercise or because of changes in their metabolism. Just about any of the 
premium dog foods will provide sound nutrition for your dog. Ask your vet to 
recommend one. If you'd like to read some in-depth information on dog foods, 
look into The Collins Guide to Dog Nutrition by Donald R. Collins, CVM. 

*Material excerpted from the Senior Dogs Project. Website <www.srdogs.com> 
1997. 

Exercise 

Remember that older dogs still need regular exercise. T hey may however, 
be unable to walk long distances. They will feel temperature extremes more and 
should wear coats in cool weather and remain indoors during the heat of 
summer. Shorter more frequent walks may benefit your canine senior citizen. Try 
three ten minute walks instead of one thirty minute walk. If the dog is unable to 
walk well, it will still benefit from a change of scenery. Take it for a drive to the 
park or the beach, allow it to stretch its legs for a few minutes and have a good 
sniff. 

often see an elderly lady arrive at our local park to walk her dog, an 
elderly, arthritic basset hound. The dog is unable to get in and out of the vehicle 
without assistance and his owner is able to give him limited assistance. Every 
day she puts a briefcase beside the car's back door, lifts the old basset's front 
legs onto the case, followed by lifting his back legs onto the case. Then she lifts 
his front legs into the car, followed by the back legs. He has to sit on the floor as 
she is unable to help him onto the seat. They repeat this in reverse when they 
get to the park. Obviously it would be much easier for her to stay home with him, 
but she knows he enjoys his walk and his drive, so she rarely misses a day even 
though they may only walk one hundred yards. When I see them I am reminded 
of what a good example she sets for us all. 



Veterinary Care 

Anti-oxidants are especially valuable for older dogs. 

At your pet's annual checkup, ask the vet for a blood test to check on 
kidney, liver and pancreas functions. A prescription diet for problems caught 
early on will prevent trouble later and give your pet a longer, better life. Regular 
dental exams are important too. 

Older pets don't see or hear as well as they used to, so keep your routine 
as consistent as possible. Don't move the furniture around unnecessarily and 
keep food and water bowls in the same place. 

Special problems 

Bladder Control 

For a dog who is not incontinent, but is simply unable to control its bladder 
for the same length of time as it used to, Beth Kinard recommends puppy training 
piddle pads. These pads have a faint urine scent to them and therefore the dog 
will be encouraged to use them. The use of these pads will allow the dog free 
roam of the house but if there is no one home to let them out, they can safely go 
on the pads and not get in trouble. 

Marcia Herman has successfully used wide-mouth bottles as canine urinals 
for a dog that is unable to stand and go outside. 

One of the most common problems found in older dogs, particularly spayed 
females, is incontinence. There are many different ways to overcome this 
problem. Initially you should make an appointment for the dog to be examined by 
a veterinarian to rule out urinary tract infections or other problems. If it is 
determined that the dog is incontinent, your veterinarian may recommend drug 
therapy. The female urinary tract has a number of different types of receptors -
estrogen receptors, histamine receptors and type A or alpha receptors. It is 
always best to leave hormone ( estrogen or in the case of males, testosterone) 
therapy as a last resort. 

I have a sixty pound female Greyhound who takes 15 mg of Sudafed every 
second day. The active ingredient is Pseudophedrine Hydrochloride. You may 
need to start with a higher dosage and slowly reduce it. Always check with your 
veterinarian before giving your dog any drugs. If you do not want to use drug 
therapy, try one of the following: 

• • 
• • • 
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For incontinent dogs 

Purchase "seasonals"- underwear specifically designed for females in 
season, or a jock strap for males. (See under Special Resources for the address 
to order these.) Another suggestion is men's jockey shorts. These can be lined 
with sanitary napkins for extra absorbency. Simply put them on the dog so the 
animal's tail goes through the front opening. Do them up at the waist with a ' 
diaper pin (do not use a regular safety pin as these can come undone). Boys' 
jockey shorts usually fit the females better. 

Females with incontinence can also use diapers or often 'pull-ups,' the 
disposable diapers for older children. For the sake of economy, you might want 
to purchase cloth type diapers shaped like underwear. These are fully washable 
so two or three should be plenty . 

Special Living Arrangements 

Problems with stairs 

Laurel Drew builds ramps for her older dogs. She recommends covering the 
ramp with rough carpet for better traction, or painting with several coats of paint, 
remembering to add sand to the final coat. Try not to have too steep a grade. It 
may be possible to simply place boards over your existing stairs if there aren't 
too many of them, but ensure it's not too steep. If it is, you will have to place the 
boards farther back to ensure there is a milder angle. Steep grades will require a 
lot of muscle power and you will have defeated the purpose . 

Living arrangements 

Patricia Gail Burnham writes, "I have an 'old dog room,' which doubles as 
my box storage room since the old dogs don't chew cardboard. Its main feature 
is an oversized dog door - Great Dane Sized, set low to the floor so they don't 
have to hop through. And bean bags and foam mattresses since they don't dig in 
the former or chew on the latter. It has industrial type, short-napped carpet, which 
my carpet cleaners said would last forever. Old dogs need the traction of carpet 
when they lose their ability to walk on slick floors. The dog room has the smallest 
yard since they don't need a lot of exercise. Louvered doors separate it from the 
living room so they can hear and smell us without mixing with the younger house 
dogs. Right now Star is the only resident and she isn't all that old, but she went 
there when I separated her from Sheena. She is active enough to have trampled 
most of the lawn into dirt which none of the really old dogs did." 

Sleeping arrangements 

Laurel Drew recommends orthopedic beds for older, more frail dogs. She 
has purchased ready-made ones from HaHa Products or you can make your 



own. The bed is very thick foam in an absorbent cover and you can put an extra 
absorbent pad over top if required. Then the foam and pads go into a heavy 
nylon washable cover that has Velcro tape to hold it closed on one end and 
around the top edge. You "Velcro" an imitation sheepskin to the top for the 
ultimate comfort of an elderly dog. These beds come in any size as they are 
custom made. The bed can also double as a stretcher for an extremely old dog 
that needs to be moved, as the bed will slide quite easily while still keeping the 
dog flat and not jarring it. 

Resources Internet & Others 

• The Best Kept Secret - http://www.qni.com/-k8nkc/BestSecret 
• Grandmother's Attic - Geriatric hounds - http://www.wizard.com/~dancer/ 
• Geriatric.html The Senior Dogs Project - http://www.srdogs.com 

A discussion group exists for people with senior animals (Senior-L). 
Subscribe by sending your e-mail to: LISTSERV@LISTSERV.AOL.COM with 
the subject line blank and SUBSCRIBE SENIOR-L "your name" in the body of the 
message. To order jock straps or seasonals (bitches britches) contact: NU-NEE 
MKG #52-188 McCallum Road Abbotsford, B.C. Canada, V2S 3M7 Telephone: 
604-859-0873 (8 am to 10 pm PST) or check out · their website at: 
http://www.compupets.com/n unee 
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RPets don't need shots every year 

Experts say annual vaccines waste money, can be risky 

By LEIGH HOPPER 
Copyright 2002 Houston Chronicle Medical Writer 
Debra Grierson leaves the veterinarian's office clutching Maddie and Beignet, her Yorkshire 
terriers, and a credit card receipt for nearly $400. 
That's the cost for the tiny dogs' annual exams, including heartworm checks, dental checks and 
a barrage of shots. 
"They're just like our children," said the Houston homemaker. "We would do anything, 
whatever they needed." 
What many pet owners don't know, researchers say, is that most yearly vaccines for dogs and 
cats are a waste of money -- and potentially deadly. Shots for the most important pet diseases 
last three to seven years, or longer, and annual shots put pets at greater risk of vaccine-related 
problems. 
The Texas Department of Health is holding public hearings to consider changing the yearly 
rabies shot requirement to once every three years. Thirty-three other states already have 
adopted a triennial rabies schedule. Texas A&M University's and most other veterinary 
schools now teach that most shots should be given every three years. 
"Veterinarians are charging customers $36 million a year for vaccinations that are not 
necessary," said Bob Rogers, a vet in Spring who adopted a reduced vaccine schedule. "Not 
only are these vaccines unnecessary, they're causing harm to pets." 
Just as humans don't need a measles shot every year, neither do dogs or cats need annual 
injections for illnesses such as parvo, distemper or kennel cough. Even rabies shots are 
effective for at least three years. 
The news has been slow to reach consumers, partly because few veterinarians outside 
academic settings are embracing the concept. Vaccine makers haven't done the studies needed 
to change vaccine labels. Vets, who charge $30 to $60 for yearly shots, are loath to defy 
vaccine label instructions and lose an important source of revenue. In addition, they worry 
their patients won't fare as well without yearly exams . 
"I know some vets feel threatened because they think, 'People won't come back to my office if 
I don't have the vaccine as a carrot,'" said Alice Wolf, a professor of small-animal medicine at 
Texas A&M and an advocate of reduced vaccinations. "A yearly exam is very important." 
The movement to extend vaccine intervals is gaining ground because of growing evidence that 
vaccines themselves can trigger a fatal cancer in cats and a deadly blood disorder in dogs. 
Rogers conducts public seminars on the subject with evangelical zeal but thus far has been 
unsuccessful in persuading the Texas Veterinary Medical Association to adopt a formal 
policy. 
"I'm asking the Texas attorney general's office if this is theft by deception," said Rogers, 
whose Critter Fixer practice won an ethics award from the Better Business Bureau in 2000. 
"They just keep coming out with more vaccines that are unnecessary and don't work. 
Professors give seminars, and nobody comes and nobody changes." 
When rabies shots became common for pets in the 1950s, no one questioned the value of 
annual vaccination. Distemper, which kills 50 percent of victims, could be warded off with a 
shot. Parvovirus, which kills swiftly and gruesomely by causing a toxic proliferation of 



bacteria in the digestive system, was vanquished with a vaccine. Over the years, more and 
more shots were added to the schedule, preventing costly and potentially deadly disease in 
furry family members. 
Then animal doctors began noticing something ominous: rare instances of cancer in normal, 
healthy cats and an unusual immune reaction in dogs. The shots apparently caused feline 
fibrosarcoma, a grotesque tumor at the site of the shot, which is fatal if not discovered early 
and cut out completely. Dogs developed a vaccine-related disease in which the dog's body 
rejects its own blood. · 
"That really caused people to ask the question, 'If we can cause that kind of harm with a 
vaccine .. . are we vaccinating too much?' " said Ronald Schultz, a veterinary immunologist at 
the University of Wisconsin School of Veterinary Medicine. "As you get more and more 
(vaccines), the possibility that a vaccine is going to cause an adverse event increases quite a 
bit. II 

Less frequent vaccines could reduce that risk, Schultz reasoned. Having observed that humans 
got lifetime immunity from most of their childhood vaccines, Schultz applied the same logic 
to dogs . He vaccinated them for rabies, parvo, kennel cough and distemper and then exposed 
them to the disease-causing organisms after three, five and seven years. The animals remained 
healthy, validating his hunch. 
He continued his experiment by measuring antibody levels in the dogs' blood nine and 15 
years after vaccination. He found the levels sufficient to prevent .disease. 
Fredric Scott, professor emeritus at Cornell University College of Veterinary Medicine, 
obtained similar results comparing 15 vaccinated cats with 17 nonvaccinated cats. He found 
the cats' immunity lasted 7.5 years after vaccination. In 1998, the American Association of 
Feline Practitioners published guidelines based on Scott's work, recommending vaccines every 
three years. 
"The feeling of the AAFP is, cats that receive the vaccines every three years are as protected 
from those infections as they would be if they were vaccinated every year," said James 
Richards, director of the Feline Health Center at Cornell. "I'm one of many people who believe 
the evidence is really compelling." 
Texas A&M's Wolf said the three-year recommendation "is probably just as arbitrary as 
anything else," and nothing more than a "happy medium" between vaccine makers' 
recommendations and the findings by Schultz and Scott aimed at reducing vaccine-related 
problems. 
But many vets are uncomfortable making a drastic change in practice without data from large
scale studies to back them up. There is no animal equivalent of the U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, which monitors outbreaks of vaccine-preventable disease in people, 
thus keeping tabs on a vaccine's effectiveness. 
Federal authorities require vaccine makers to show only that a vaccine is effective for a 
reasonable amount of time, usually one year. Richards notes that studies to get a feline vaccine 
licensed in the first place are typically quite small, involving 25 to 30 cats at most. 
There is no feder~l requirement to show a vaccine's maximum duration of effectiveness. Ame 
Zislin, a veterinarian with Fort Dodge Animal Health, the largest animal vaccine 
maker in the world, said such studies would be expensive and possibly inhumane, requiring 
hundreds of animals, some of them kept in isolation for up to five years. "I don't think anyone 
with consideration for animals would really want to go through that process," said Zislin, 
another vet who believes current data are insufficient to support an extended schedule. 
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Diane Wilkie, veterinarian at Rice Village Animal Hospital, said she tells pet owners that 
vaccines appear to last longer than a year, but her office hasn't officially changed its protocol 
yet. She said 20 percent to 30 percent of her cat patients are on the extended schedule. 
"It's kind of a hard situation. The manufacturers still recommend a year, but they're the 
manufacturers," Wilkie said. "It's hard to change a whole professional mentality -- although I 
do think it will change." 
In Houston, yearly pet examinations typically cost $50 to $135, with shots making up one
third to half of the expense. A dental check, heartworm test, fecal check and overall physical 
are usually included in the price. Without the shots, vets could expect to lose a chunk of that 
fee . 
But an increasing number of vets are emphasizing other services, such as surgery. Wolf said 
savings on vaccines might prompt pet owners to get their pets' teeth cleaned instead. An in
house test to check antibody levels is in development. 

I 

"I definitely think there's a profit issue in there; don't get me wrong," Wilkie said. "(But) 
people are willing to spend money on their pets for diseases. Although vaccines are part of the 
profit, they aren't that big a part. We just did a $700 knee surgery." 

Vaccination findings 
Veterinary research challenges the notion that pets need to be vaccinated every 12 months . 
Some of the findings: 
Dog vaccines/Minimum duration of immunity 
· Canine rabies3 years 
· Canine parainfluenza3 years 
· Canine distemper (Onderstepoort strain)5 years 
· Canine distemper (Rockborn strain)7 years 
• Canine adenovirus (kennel cough)7 years 
· Canine parvovirus7 years 
Cat vaccines/Minimum duration of immunity 
· Cat rabies3 years 
· Feline panleukopenia virus6 years 
· Feline herpesvirus5 or 6 years 
· Feline calicivirus3 years 
Recommendations for dogs 
· Parvovirus, adenovirus, parainfluenza, distemper: Following initial puppy shots, provide 
booster one year later, and every three years thereafter. 
· Rabies: At 16 weeks of age, thereafter as required by law. 
· Bordatella: Use prior to boarding; may be repeated up to six times a year. 
· Coronavirus: Not recommended in private homes. Prior to boarding, may be given to dogs 8 
weeks or older, and repeated every six months . 
• Lyme: Not recommended. 
· Giardia: Not recommended. 
Recommendations for cats 
· Panleukopenia, herpesvirus (rhinotracheitis), calicivirus: Following initial kitten shots, 
provide booster one year later and every three years thereafter. 
· Rabies: At 8 weeks of age, thereafter as required by law. 



· Feline leukemia: Use only in high-risk cats. Best protection is two vaccines prior to 12 weeks 
of age, with boosters repeated annually. 
· Bordatella: Use prior to boarding. 
· Feline infectious peritonitis: Not recommended. 
· Chlamydia: Not recommended. 
· Ringworm: May be used during an outbreak in a home. 
Sources: Ronald Schultz, University of Wisconsin School of Veterinary Medicine; Fredric 
Scott, Cornell University College of Veterinary Medicine; Colorado State University; 
University of California-Davis Center for Companion Animal Health. 
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***Reprinted with the permission of the Houston Chronicle*** 
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