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Start Planning  

NOW 

To Attend the 

2017 NAEDA Specialty! 

At Purina Farms, Hosted 

by Northeast Texas AEDA 

On October 26, 2017  
 

 

 
STAN MATSUMOTO 

Will Judge the Specialty,  

Held In Conjunction  

With Gateway Events 
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LETTERS FROM THE 
BOARD 
 

President 

 
Hi, All, 

Spring is finally here! It has been a long cold winter 

and I am sure everyone is welcoming spring. Spring is 

my favorite time of the year. Everything comes alive 

in the spring, including the weather.The National has 

been growing modestly, and that is positive but we 

need to grow more. If everyone this year would get 1 

person into our breed, we would double our size. We 

really need to get more people into American Eski-

mos. We need people that are interesting in showing 

and breeding. We need mentors. I have been thinking 

that we should start a Mentorship program. These 

would be people that have been into Eskies at least 10 

years, showing, breeding, and being successful. If you 

would like to be a Mentor. please lmk. I would like to 

start a Mentorship Committee. We would need some-

one to be the Chairman. The job of this Committee 

would be to mentor people wanting to show/breed 

American Eskimos. I would like to have breeders, 

breeder judges, and exhibitors on the Committee. If 

you are interested, please contact me. 

Another way to educate people about our breed is to 

offer a 1 year membership to each of your puppy buy-

ers. Even though they may not show, our Newsletter 

has a lot of very interesting and educational infor-

mation in it. After the year, they may wish to renew 

on their own,… just a thought, think about it. 

Our National this year will be held in conjunction with 

the UKC Gateway Nationals in Gray Summit, MO. 

We have had it there in the past and it was a wonder-

ful show site,…not to mention attending the Gateway 

Nationals also! Great time of year in Missouri. Fall 

colors are in full bloom, which makes a great back-

drop for our white dogs, so take your cameras! Mis-

souri is noted for their caves, and some of the best in 

the U.S. are just a short distance away. A definite 

must see! I hope to see many of you there! The Na-

tional Exec Board is working very hard to assure that 

you have a Great time! 

The Baskets!!! They have been fun and a great money 

maker for the Club. So when you come to the Nation-

al, don’t forget your Club, or State basket. Clubs and 

Members have been very inventive in the past with 

their Baskets, and I can speak for everyone I think in 

saying they are greatly appreciated by all. See you at 

the shows! 

Diana Allen 

Secretary 

Hope everyone have survived the winter and enjoying 

the start of spring.  Not much to report but we are get-

ting geared up for the 2017 National held at Purina 

Farms in October.  Hope to see everyone there.  Stay 

toned for more details.  Please remember that this is 

an election year, so if you want to run for a position 

on the National Executive Board, please submit 

a written letter with your AE experience to any Execu-

tive Board member. 

Renee Strong, Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 



LETTERS FROM THE BOARD 

(Cont.). 

Corresponding Secretary  

NEVER STOP SHOWING YOUR DOG 

After showing dogs for about 28 years, I have decided 

to write on this subject.  When I started I had a won-

derful conformation class with two very experienced 

former professional handlers and at that time, AKC 

judges.  

At any time during the class, and it was usually a large 

one, Bill or Beverly would admonish us and say 

“never stop showing your dog!” 

I have noticed that in the rings today, this seems to 

have become a problem.  Exhibitors complain that 

they don’t win, when the greatest part of the time, it is 

their own fault.  Presenting your dog to the best of 

your ability will not always get you a win, but I can 

guarantee you, it has a great part to do with winning or 

losing.  

When an exhibitor enters the ring he needs to believe 

that he has the best dog and he should show like that.  

That dog should command his full attention the whole 

time he is in the ring.  I have seen exhibitors relax and 

talk to their neighbors or people outside the ring as 

soon as the judge turns his back.  As a result, when the 

judge glances back, as they so often do, his dog is sit-

ting down and certainly not looking his best.   I am not 

saying that a dog should stand like a statue the whole 

time he is in the ring, but each and every exhibitor 

needs to remember that it is a dog show, and  it is the 

exhibitor’s job to present the dog so that the whenever 

the judge glances his direction, his dog is stacked and 

looking alert and happy, like a show dog. 

Of course, this is just one of the important things 

about correct presentation.  It is all important that as 

exhibitors, we remember that a dog show is a fun 

event for all of us and our dogs.  It is a time when the 

two of us can enjoy just being together.   

So the next time you step in the ring with your best 

friend, remember you are having a good time together.  

Remember that you give him as much joy as he gives 

you, and that he deserves your undivided attention, as 

he will always give you all of his and more because 

dogs only know how to show unconditional love and 

devotion.  You owe him that much. 

Debbie Mitchell, Corresponding Secretary 

If I Didn’t Have A Dog 

If I didn’t have a dog I could walk around the backyard 

barefoot without worry.  My house could be carpeted 

instead if tiled.  My clothing, furniture, and other belong-

ings would be free of hair. 

When the doorbell rings, my home wouldn’t sound like a 

kennel.  I could sit on the couch or lie on my bed the way 

I want to, without taking into consideration how much 

space she needs to be comfortable.  I would not have 

strange presents under the Christmas tree like bones, 

stuffed animals, toys and treats, nor would I have to ex-

plain why I wrap them. 

I would have no guilt about going on vacation.  I would 

not be on a first name basis with three veterinarians, as I 

put their kids through college.  The most used words in 

my vocabulary would not be sit, stay, down, come, go 

pee pee. 

My house would not be cordoned off into zones with ba-

by gates and banners.  My pockets would not contain 

things like poop bags, treats, and an extra leash.  My 

house wouldn’t look like a daycare center with toys 

strewn everywhere.  I would not have to spell out the 

words, BALL, Treat, bye-bye, walk. 

If I didn’t have a dog...how truly empty my life would be. 



LETTERS FROM THE BOARD 
(Cont.) 

Publicity Director 

 

Here is hoping that 2017 is turning out to be a won-

derful year for each of you and your eskies! 

The humans and computers at our house have sur-

vived repeated encounters with viruses, although I 

think the computers have fared better than the hu-

mans.  My husband has been seeing to the repair of 

the computers, the house, cars, and appliances while I 

groused about my inability, until now, to sit down to 

write the winter newsletter.  Please accept my apolo-

gies! 

I hope that all of you are working to support your lo-

cal clubs in whatever endeavor the members have 

chosen to undertake.  Whether our obvious focus is 

conformation, agility, or some other activity, our lov-

ing care of our dogs is a major underlying motive to 

anything we do.  And, I also want to give a shout out 

to all the people who spend hours helping eskies 

which have fallen on hard times through no fault of 

their own.  Rescue is often heart wrenching, but in my 

opinion, is one of the  most worthwhile activities in 

which any of us can participate.  Bless all of you! 

I have contacted people currently showing their dogs 

to ask for photos and other information, if any, about 

their dog clubs and any activities the clubs might be 

undertaking.  You will find a few of the photos I have 

received in a section of the newsletter called “Around 

the Rings”.  And, because I happen to have access to 

pix of eskies from a few years back and love to look at 

dog pix,  I have chosen to add another section in this 

newsletter called “Looking Back….”  This section 

contains pix of eskies from only a few years ago, but 

which are of an age that they might be found in your 

dogs’ pedigrees or might still be seen in the show 

rings.  Many of the photos included are from the 2010 

Premier show in Indiana.  A lot of eskies and their 

owners attended that show! 

I was requested to write a story about a special en-

counter which my husband Jim and I had with wolf 

cubs at Out of Africa Wildlife Park near our home 

town of Camp Verde..  We  were privileged to sit on 

the ground in their “dining run” and play with the 10-

week old cubs . The wolf cubs, surprisingly, reminded 

me a lot of our eskie pups at the same age.  The story 

and photos are found within the following pages. 

Go well, hug your eskies as well as your humans, and 

have fun promoting “The Dog Beautiful”! 

Vada Binick, Publicity Director 

 

 

 

 

 



The Corresponding Secretary of the Association 

must receive the nomination at least sixty (60) 

days prior to the Fall Meeting. No nomina-

tions will be taken from the floor. No National 

Officer may endorse a candidate for office on 

the NAEDA ballot. In the case of only one (1) 

eligible nomination for each position on the Ex-

ecutive board is received by the Corresponding 

Secretary on or before the deadline date, the 

slate of candidates shall be declared elected at 

the time of the annual meeting and no ballot-

ing will be required. 

 

The Corresponding Secretary will mail a written 

ballot to each individual and senior member who 

was in good standing as of July 1st of that year. 

This will ensure that all members in good stand-

ing will receive a ballot within the proper time. 

Candidates for election must be placed on the 

ballot in alphabetical order. Along with the  bal-

lot the Corresponding Secretary shall provide 

each member an envelope marked "BALLOT" 

and an address label containing the member's 

name and address.  

Clear and complete instructions for the written 

ballot process including deadlines, postmark 

procedure, and ballot envelope identification 

must be sent with each written ballot. 

Envelopes marked “Ballot” must be returned by 

mail and must be received by the Corresponding 

Secretary no later than 120 hours prior to the an-

nounced time of the General Membership meet-

ing at which time the results of the ballot are to 

be announced . All members need to be respon-

sible for mailing the ballot back in time to meet 

the deadline.  Envelopes must have the mem-

ber’s return name and address on them. 

ALSO, IF THERE ARE ANY 20 YEAR 

MEMBERS, I MUST BE NOTIFIED SO 

THAT I CAN ORDER THE PLAQUES. 

Award of Merit - Award of Merit Excellent 

Application - The form is on the naeda.org 

website.  Please get these in timely so that I 

can order these plaques at the same time as 

the 20 year member plaques.  Please read the 

directions and be sure to attach the required 

information.  Also, the UKC number of each 

get must be provided so that I can verify the 

titles. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Debbie Mitchell 

Corresponding Secretary 

IT IS ELECTION TIME  
AGAIN!  

FOLLOWING ARE THE RULES 
FOR NOMINATIONS AND THE 
SENDING OF BALLOTS! 

http://naeda.org


 

 

Around the UKC  Clubs’ Rings in 2016-2017 

Left:  Renee Strong with 

Image, in BIS at Finger 

Lakes American Eskimo 

Dog Assoc. show in New 

York.  That’s  Peggy Da-

vidson with an unseen 

Shetland Sheepdog at 

the end of her lead. 

Right: Diane Niemann 

Kaiser’s granddaughter 

Arial Hardwick, showing 

Fresca (GRCH White 

Shadows Besota Class 

Act) in Jr. Showmanship 

at the Michigan American 

APBT Club show in 

Whitmore Lake, MI. on  

Feb.24/25, 2017. Fresca 

also won  Reserve Best 

Altered. 

 
Left: Nandy 

Innerst with 

Mary Kate, 

Kasie Lopes 

with Mykah: 

Right: Linda 

Graham 

with Pax-

ton; Mandy 

with Mary 

Kate, and 

Kasie Lopes 

with Mykah, 

Silver City 

K9, MA,  

Aug, 2016. 

Left: Sandra 

Wingert 

with Sum-

mer. Right 

is Jennifer 

Brimmer snf 

Michael.   

Both are 

showing 

their dogs 

at the July, 

2016 Finger 

Lakes 

American 

Eskimo Dog 

Association 

event in 

Locke, NY. 



Around the UKC Clubs’ Rings in 2016 and 2017…. 

Upper left: Megan 

Caldwell and es-

kie competing for 

BIMBS in FLAEDA 

Nov. show, NY.  

Upper right: Irene  

Rae Bodner 

Haefner with Elsa 

at a Louisiana 

show.  Left center: 

Sue O’Donnell 

and McGee at July 

FLAEDA show. 

Right center: 

AAEA president 

Kelly Bearl cham-

pioned Kismet at 

a January UKC 

show in 2016. 

Left: Tina 

Wilemon’s 

Excel’s 

Rocket Man; 

Cnt, Irene 

Rae Bodner 

Haefner with 

her Taffy. Rt,  

Stacey 

Doyle’s fe-

male Aubin. 

All were at 

the North 

East Texas  

AEDA show 

in Denton,  

TX, 3/11-12 

2017. 



Around the Rings and Clubs…..Looking Back….. 
Arizona American Eskimo Association 

Christmas Party/Meeting/and After A Show 
It is a tradition!  Every year the Arizona Club gathers, with our well-behaved, well-socialized eskies, to 

enjoy a sumptuous potluck meal, visit, and party! We party after shows, too! 



Life With The American  

Eskimo Dog  
The first pet which  my wife Kathy and I had together was 

a mutt.  I brought her home to save her from going to a 

shelter.  She was what we figured to be approximately 8 to 

10 weeks old and was found walking along a very busy 

street.  As she aged, we decided to get her a companion 

dog.   

I had a friend who was going to have American Eskimo 

puppies.  I sarcastically told him that I wanted the runt of 

the litter.  One Friday night, not too long after, and at a 

softball game, I was presented with a box containing a very 

small puppy.  Not knowing anything about the breed, we 

named him “Kenai Wetfoot”, as he was, after all, an Amer-

ican Eskimo and for anyone who knows Alaska, Kenai is 

one of the major cities.  So, we thought that would be a 

good name.  The Wetfoot part came from his constant pee-

ing on himself as a puppy.  Kenai was with us for 13 years 

and is, to this day, my wife Kathy’s heart dog.  We had to 

put him down in 2013 due to cancer, and he went out the 

same way that he came in.  I was holding him when we put 

him down, and he peed on me.   

For the next six months the house didn’t feel like a home.  

I finally talked Kathy into looking for a new pet.  And, af-

ter looking at different breeds, Kathy decided that the Es-

kie was the breed that we wanted.  The search was on.  She 

finally found a listing for Kiva Dogs and contacted Vada to 

see if we possible could get a puppy from her as she was 

only 70 miles from us.  Vada said that she was not current-

ly breeding, and directed Kathy to Lynn McClure from 

Angelheart Kennels in Seattle.  Lynn told Kathy that, yes, 

she was expecting a litter, but that all of the puppies were 

spoken for.  The search went on. 

One Wednesday night, as I was helping my mother, Kathy 

called, very excited, and said that someone had backed out 

on one of Lynn’s puppies and that there was a male availa-

ble.  I made flight reservations, flew to Seattle on Friday 

night, and met the puppies on Saturday.  Two weeks later 

we flew again to Seattle and brought our new boy home.  

We decided that his registered name would be AH’;s (for 

the kennel) Journey’s (for his mother) Desert Dweller 

(since he would be in Phoenix).  We decided that his call 

name would be Kismet (for all of the things that hap-

pened).  I promised that I would show him ONE TIME, not 

knowing that he would love it. 

We found the  Arizona American Eskimo Association and 

went to one of their meetings.  We were accepted at the 

meeting as if we had been members for many years.  Vada 

took one look at the puppy, said that he was a natural for 

showing, and that we should start showing him as soon as 

possible.  She also told me that she was the breeder of 

Kismet’s mother.  So, we had brought a puppy from a de-

sert line back home to the desert from Washington State. 

With help from Lynn and Vada, we found a trainer for Kis-

met and the rest is history.  Kismet won Best of Breed in 

his first show, and earned his Championship at our show in 

2016.  He also won his first AKC show and earned his 

Championship in 2016. 

We had met Kismet’s half-brother Seven when we picked 

up Kismet in 2014.  After seeing Seven, I said to Lynn that 

if he ever sired a litter, I would like to have a female pup-

py.  A year later we got the call that we were approved for 

our female, Kaia.   

Kathy decided to take a different route for Kaia.  Kaia 

loves everyone and is such a princess that Kathy decided 

that Kaia would be a Therapy Dog.  She is very close to 

completing the process. 

We have decided that the Eskie will be the only breed for 

us, and have registered our kennel name as Sun Angel Es-

kies. 

By Kelly Bearl, President , AAEA 

 

Vada meeting Kismet and stacking him on a grooming ta-
ble for the first time at a local AAEA club meeting . 



LOOKING BACK……..ESKIES AT PREMIER, INDIANA, 2010 

Upper left: Cindy Cwi with Tess; Man-

dy Innerst  and Midas. Upper right, 

Kim Galloway  and Peyton, Diane Mer-

rill and Dolly; Kris Oliversen and Bel-

la; Lynn McBride McClure and Jour-

ney. Row above left: Scott Holtzclaw 

and Bridgitte; center, Debi Allen mov-

ing Cagney;  Right, Diana Allen and 

Robert ; Left: Elicia Tambourine and 

Trader Pup; Right; Eileen Kortemeier 

and Lucky; Lower left: Elicia and 

Trader Pup; Debi Allen and Cagney; 

Diane Merrill and Dolly; Kim Galloway 

and Peyton. Lower right: Kit Kelly 

moving Morgan. 



LOOKING BACK……..ESKIES AT PREMIER, INDIANA, 2010 
Left: Kit Kelly with Morgan; 

Lynn McBride McClure and 

Journey; Diana Allen and  

Robert, co-owned with Cindy 

Cwi; Jim Binick and Strider. 

Below right: Debi Allen 

showing Cagney to the 

judge; Dick Kortemeier in 

left foreground; Jim Binick 

and Strider, Kris Oliverson 

and Bella, Elicia Tambourine 

and Trader Pup in the ring at 

the rear. Center left: Tracy 

Vittetoe and Mina; Kit Kelly 

showing Morgan to the 

judge;Lower left: Tracy Vitte-

toe smooching with Mina. 

People facing the camera in photo on right:  

Kim Galloway and Peyton; Kris Oliversen and 

Bella; Lynn McBride McClure and Journey; 

Eileen Kortemeier and Lucky; Kit Kelly with 

Morgan mostly unseen; Tracy Vittetoe and 

Mina. 



LOOKING BACK……..ESKIES AT PREMIER, INDIANA, 2010 
Left: Debi 
Allen and 
Cagney, Di-
ane Cowles 
Merrill; 
Right:  Mary 
Verness and 
KOOZA; 
Center L: Jim 
Binick’s 
Strider. Cen-
ter: Lynn 
McClure and 
Journey and 
Diana Allen 
and Robert. 
Center RT, 
Melissa Potts 
and  Annie 

Far L: Eileen 
Kortemeier and 
Lucky. Immedi-
ate L, Diana Al-
len and Robert. 
Rt., Jim Binick 
and Strider 
rounding the 
corner.Lower L, 
Lynn McClure,  
Journey and 
Scott Holtzlaw. 
Low Rt. Melissa 
Potts, Jim Binick 
with judge. 



Owners/Names of Eskies Iden-
tified by Call Names in the 
Photos from Premier, 2010…. 
 
Please refer to the owners/dog call names below for 

further identification of the dogs presented on the pre-

vious pages.  Where known, the dogs are identified to 

the best of the editor’s ability.  In some cases, neither 

owner nor editor could come up with a name. 

 

Melissa Potts:  “Annie”, AKC GR CH/UKC GR 

CHTimber's Storytime Raggedy Ann  

Eileen Kortemeier:  “Lucky”, NTL BOB, NTL GR 
CH Sujo’s Kort Mar Lucky Tahavya 

Cindy Cwi:  “Tess”. AKC CH/ UKC GR CH So 
Sweet Sierra Tender Caress. (Plus agility, rally titles.) 

Diana Allen:  “Robert”, AKC Bronze GR CH, UKC 
GR CH Sierra Rock the House. (Plus agility, rally ti-
tles.)  

Amanda Innerst:  “Midas”, AKC CH/UKC GR CH 
Kiva’s Miracle Goin’ For Th  Gold 

Lynn McBride McClure:  “Journey”, AKC CH/ 
UKC GR CH, IABCA Int’l Champion, CKC Canadi-
an Champion, Kiva-AH’s A Moment in Time, CGC 

Kris Oliversen: “Bella”,  AKC CH/ UKC GR CH 
Emerald Citys Belle of the Ball 

Debi Allen:  “Cagney”,  AKC CH/ UKC GR CH Ki-
va’s White Heat 

Kim Galloway:  “Peyton”, AKC CH/UKC 
GRCH Kiva's Looking Back At You  

Jim Binick: “Strider”, AKC CH/ UKC GRCH Kiva’s  
Lord of the Rings 

Mary Verness:  “Kooza”, GR CH BIS 'PR' 
Pinebrook's Cirque Du Maremar, SPOT. (KOOZA!)  

Kit Kelly:  “Morgan”,  AKC CH/ UKC GRCH Kiva’s 
Special Edition 

Diane Cowles Merrill: “Dolly: AKC GCH, UKC 
GRCH A W D's Hello, Dolly 

 

WOLVES? On Our LAPS??? 

Odd as it sounds, my husband Jim and I really DID 

have wolves lounging on our laps, chewing on our fin-

gers and  shoelaces, and engaging in wrestling matches 

with one another.   Luckily for us, the wolves were 

cubs.  Male Northern Gray wolf cubs,  Guardian and 

Alaska celebrated their 10 week old birthday the day 

that we visited them at Out of Africa Wildlife Park, a 

200-acre facility located about 10 minutes from our 

house in Camp Verde, AZ. This was a one-time oppor-

tunity to visit these magnificent animals. We had at-

tempted to visit on National Puppy Day, but were 

rained out until the following day. 

.   

According to Dean and Prayeri Harrison, owners of 

Out of Africa and exper ts in wildlife behavior , the 

cubs had come from a breeding facility in Arkansas.  

As hoped for, the Out of Africa’s resident Nor thern 

Gray wolf pack adopted the cubs, taking them into the 

pack, nurturing, protecting, and treating them as they 

would have treated cubs born into the pack.   

 

How did we get so lucky?  The owners have known us 

since 2003 and know we’re dog breeders. Also, it just 

happens that Jim is Out of Africa’s Development Pro-

ject Manager and is at the park regularly.  Dean and 

Prayeri said that other than themselves, the cubs had 

been visited in their run by other hu-

mans ...staffers...only once.  

 

Dean drove us through the grounds to the wolf enclo-

sure to meet Prayeri. It was time to feed the cubs their 

supper, a mixture of kibble, duck and goats’ milk.  Af-

ter Dean had separated the cubs from the pack via a 

series of gates,  we and the cubs were in an enclosure 

like a dog run adjacent to the main wolf habitat. Pray-

eri held a big metal dog feeding dish in either hand 

while the two cubs gobbled up their food. Dean and 

Prayeri then sat with their backs against the fence 

where the rest of the pack paced. The big wolves 

watched intently as Jim and I sat down by the cubs on 

the opposite side of the run. 

 

We were amazed by how much the cubs reminded us 

of our eskie puppies at the same age. 



 

 

WOLVES? On Our LAPS??? 
(Continued) 

Vada Binick is play-

ing with cubs in the 

upper left and two 

center photos. Cubs 

are demonstrating 

characteristics we 

see in our puppies. 

Jim Binick is in the 

upper right photo 

having his shoelaces 

chewed.  Lower left 

photo shows  Prayeri  

and Dean Harrison, 

animal behavior ex-

perts,  and owners of 

Out of Africa.  The  

male wolf cubs 

shown in these pho-

tos are named 

Guardian and Alaska. 



WOLVES? On Our LAPS??? 
(Continued) 

 

Not only was the cubs’ behavior similar, but also the  

appearance of what seemed to us to be the beginning 

of “masking”, something we see starting to happen in 

our eskie pups at about this age. 

 

I ran my hands through the cubs’ coats.  They seem to 

have a harsh outer coat with a softer coat next to their 

skin, also seemingly similar to our eskies’ coats.  

However, the outer coat is much harsher than our do-

mesticated dogs’ coats.   

 

And, when one of the cubs bit too hard while playing 

with me, I “yipped” instinctively as I do with our pup-

pies.  The cub released my hand, looked at my face, 

and didn’t nip any more. 

 

The cubs climbed all over us, played and wrestled 

with one another, chewed on shoelaces, attempted to 

tug on the camera strap, and finally rested on our laps.   

 

The adult wolves were much bigger than I had ex-

pected.  The only other wolves I previously had seen 

were from a distance at a zoo.  These wolves were 

immediately adjacent to us on the other side of the 

fence,  keeping a careful eye on us and the cubs.  The 

wolves’ look to be about the size of an Irish wolf-

hound. Their eyes are golden yellow. 

 

According to the Internet, the adult Northern Gray 

wolves average about 100 pounds and are 33 inches 

tall at the withers.  They can run up to 37 mph.  So, it 

is no wonder they look so capable of bringing down 

big game. 

 

After Dean and Prayeri returned the  cubs to the pack, 

again utilizing gates to move them, the wolf pack 

“gathered them in”.  One of the big adult males, de-

scribed by Dean as the “babysitter”,  lay down on his 

back and was immediately “swarmed” by the cubs.  

He submitted to being chewed and climbed on.  

Again, that is behavior I see with our adult eskies  as 

they interact with our puppies. 

 

A couple of the wolves came over to lean against the 

fence, asking Dean for a scratch The wolves then 

moved along to me, leaned against the fence, and 

looked over their shoulders at me. I scratched them, 

too, fingers through the fence.  Dean said it was very 

unusual behavior for the wolves to accept a new hu-

man so quickly.  (But, I’m eskie-trained, you know.) 

 

We thanked Dean and Prayeri for this once in a life-

time opportunity.   We played with the cubs for an 

entire hour….and know how fortunate we were! 

 

 By Vada Binick 

(Go to Out of Africa’s Facebook page on March 22  
(outofafricawildlifepark) to watch  an adult wolf giving 
“howling” lessons to the cubs. Also, you can go to the internet 
address,  outofafricapark.com,  to see other park animals.) 



The way you pet a dog can make you his favorite person — or the human he’s always trying to 

avoid. Certain red-flag petting tactics send most dogs running in the other direction, while other pet-

ting strategies will have a dog tail-waggin’ happy in your hands. Whether you’re petting your own 

dog or one you’ve just met, here are some strategies for better petting, including petting styles to 

avoid and those to employ.  

Start With a Proper Greeting 

The first rule of petting is never pet a dog who doesn’t initiate contact. This is especially important to 

enforce with children, who will often approach a dog who is lying down, cornered in a room or ac-

tively trying to get away. 

Rather than reaching out and touching the dog, invite him to make the first contact by squatting 

down so you are closer to his level; with a reserved or fearful dog, turn your body to the side to 

make yourself less threatening. If you’re dealing with a confident dog, you can invite him to ap-

proach you by bending over slightly, patting your legs and backing up while coaxing with your voice.  

 

Avoid hovering over the dog when greeting him; this can be perceived as a threat. Instead, turn your 

body slightly to the side and make minimal eye contact at the first greeting (eye contact can also be 

interpreted as a threat). Instead, allow the dog to approach you first. With a shy dog, pretend to ig-

nore him and look away for the first few moments until he discovers you’re safe to approach. 

Ready, Set, Pet 

A friendly dog will approach with his ears held back slightly and his tail held out at medium height 

behind him, with a wide sweeping wag. When the dog sniffs your body, he is gathering information 

about you, not necessarily inviting you to pet him. If he backs away or acts leery or jumpy, don’t pet 

him. If he exhibits a loose, wiggly body posture with relaxed eyes and mouth as he moves toward 

you or if he initiates brief eye contact, he is most likely indicating friendliness and a desire for inter-

action.  

 

Once the approach has been made, pet the dog slowly in areas where he is comfortable being 

touched. A dog who enjoys petting will usually lean toward you or actively seek contact with you 

when you stop petting him. If the dog attempts to move away or displays signs of discomfort, such 

as licking his lips or showing the whites of his eyes, give him some space. 

 

By Mikkel Becker | June 24, 2013 

How to Pet a Dog 

http://www.vetstreet.com/the-right-way-to-pet-a-dog#1_inrfse0v
http://www.vetstreet.com/the-right-way-to-pet-a-dog#1_inrfse0v
http://www.vetstreet.com/our-pet-experts/decipher-what-your-dog-is-saying-with-his-tail
http://www.vetstreet.com/our-pet-experts/mikkel-becker-bio


Best Spots to Pet 

Most dogs are comfortable being petted on the chest, the shoulders and the base of the neck. When 

petting these areas, reach in from the side, rather than moving your hand over the top of the dog’s 

head. Individual dogs also have specific spots where they like to be petted; common areas are the 

base of the tail, under the chin or on the back of the neck where the collar hits 

Most dogs dislike being touched on top of the head and on the muzzle, ears, legs, paws and 

tail. Slow petting, similar to gentle massage or light scratching, can calm a dog down. Place 

your hand on an area where the dog enjoys being handled and gently move your hand or 

fingers in the same direction the fur lies. Petting should be calming and therapeutic for both 

dog and person, both reaping the mutual benefits of shared contact. When you pet a dog in 

a relaxed, slow and gentle manner, he is likely to lean in tight for more. 

Petting Don’ts 

Certain types of petting are uncomfortable for most dogs. Patting, a common way many 
small children pet dogs, is generally disliked. Slapping a dog’s side in excitement can be agi-
tating or frightening to some canines. Vigorous, fast or hard petting is also more likely to 
overstimulate a dog.  

 
When a dog rolls over on his back, it is often seen as an invitation to rub his belly. In fact, it 
is just the opposite: In canine greeting situations, submissive or fearful dogs may roll over as 
an appeasement gesture to placate a threatening dog. As a general rule, it’s best to avoid 
petting a dog who is lying on his back in a greeting situation. 

 

Hugs can also be threatening to a dog because they hinder his ability to move away. Chil-

dren — even those who spend time with a pet who tolerates hugs — should be taught never 

to hug a dog; this type of interaction makes most dogs anxious and can result in injury to the 

child.  

Kissing a dog is also not a good idea; remind children to keep their faces away from the 

dog’s face, again in order to avoid a bite. Children should be taught to always handle even 

the calmest dogs in a gentle, nonthreatening manner. And, of course, children and dogs 

should only interact with adult supervision. Never attempt to pet a dog who is chained up or 

is behind a barrier, such as a fence (even an invisible fence), or inside a car. When a dog is 

trapped in a specific area, he is more likely to bite as a method of self-protection. And al-

ways be sure to ask before you pet a dog on a leash — it keeps you safe and is good man-

ners, too. 

How to Pet a Dog (Continued) 

http://www.vetstreet.com/dogs/
http://www.vetstreet.com/our-pet-experts/why-does-my-dog-roll-onto-her-back-when-shes-scared
http://www.vetstreet.com/our-pet-experts/why-does-my-dog-roll-onto-her-back-when-shes-scared
http://www.vetstreet.com/dogs/
http://www.vetstreet.com/dr-marty-becker/no-petting-please-speak-up-for-your-dog


Jean Dodds, D.V.M., 

Advocates for Vaccina-
tion Caution 

Posted by Susan Chaney in Canine Health Learn   

Right Now! 
 

Almost 300 dog owners turned in to a webinar  to hear 

Jean Dodds, D.V.M. talk about “New Life-

Changing Vaccination Protocols.” 

Although recommended protocols - for dogs at least - 

haven’t changed since 2011 when the American Ani-

mal Hospital Association released revised guidelines 

developed by its Canine Vaccination Task Force, 

owners and veterinarians have been slow to adopt the 

guidelines’ recommendation.  “Life stage and life-

style, risk of exposure, and underlying medical condi-

tions should all be considered when developing a vac-

cination protocol.”  In other words, not every dog 

should have even a core vaccine even if it has been 

three years since it last had one. 

Webinar host Laura Simonson of the website, Indogo, 

introduced Dodds as “the top woman in the world to 

share this kind of information today.”  Indeed, Dodds 

has been researching, studying and advocating for re-

sponsible administration of vaccines for decades.  She 

served on previous vaccination task forces, which 

have been crafting guidelines since the early 2000s. 

For adult dogs age 3 and older, however, Dodds takes 

a hard line that there should be no such thing as 

“routine” vaccinations.  In fact, she’s supervising a 

project to test rabies vaccines to determine their  

actual duration of immunity to challenge the assumed 

three-year duration. 

Behind the need to give vaccinations only when nec-

essary and  to prove how long they last are the risks 

associated with vaccines.  To demonstrate how  vac-

cines sometimes “go bad”, Dodds showed a diagram 

of the intersection of four circles:  genetics, virus, sex 

hormones and stress.  When any of these are com-

bined with a vaccine, it can result in autoimmune dis-

ease.  “It’s really important to remember that these 

things work together,” Dodds said. 

So, she advises not to vaccinate a dog that’s been ex-

posed to a fungus, parasite, drug or any other toxin 

until it’s completely recovered from that exposure.  

And, a dog should not be vaccinated when it’s coming 

into heat, she said, nor during estrus, pregnancy or 

lactation.  It’s not just bitches for which she has con-

cern.  Intact males living with bitches in estrus or 

about to be used for breeding or actively breeding 

should not be vaccinated, she says.  Neither should a 

dog receive a vaccine just before or soon after a major 

stressor, such as moving to a new household.  Dodds 

reminded that vaccines are to be administered only to 

healthy animals.  “It says so right on the label,” she 

said. 

Dodds spent quite a bit of time explaining the many 

benefits that vaccines have brought to our world, both 

for people and animals.  Those benefits, however, do 

not mean that every dog owner should simply acqui-

esce when a vet tech or receptionist says, “it’s time for 

vaccinations again.”  It’s a matter of weighing the 

benefits against the risks,” she said. 

In addition, thanks to the growing popularity of titter-

ing - measuring antibodies to a virus in the blood - it’s 

easy to find out if your adult dog is protected from a 

particular disease.  With a draw of blood and a test in 

a lab, or even in the veterinary clinic, your veterinari-

an can determine whether your dog’s last booster for 

distemper, for example, is still viable. 



 

 

Jean Dodds, D.V.M.,     
Advocates for Vaccina-
tion Caution (cont.) 
One such test, VacciCheck, can determine immunity 

from hepatitis, parvo and distemper from a single 

blood sample.  If antibodies remain, there’s no need 

for a vaccination.  Dodds says titer tests should cost 

between $40 and $60, and if your veterinary clinic is 

charging a lot more, they’re taking advantage of the 

situation. When asked how accurate titers are, Dodds 

response was: “Very.  Every lab does them now. This 

is a dramatic change from 2000 when “people didn’t 

even know what they were,” she said.  In addition, she 

pointed out that  “any measurable titer means you 

have immune memory cells.  It doesn’t matter that the 

number is.”  If the dog is exposed, those cells will re-

act. 

Dodds is so hard-line on not over-vaccinating that, in 

answer to several questions about veterinarians who 

won’t discuss or won’t consider not following an eve-

ry-three-year protocol or are still recommending annu-

al core vaccines, she advised finding another practice.  

She also pointed out that holistic veterinarians tend to 

be more open to considering custom protocols, rather 

than simply following a guideline designed for the 

average, healthy dog.  It’s easy to find holistic vets at 

the website of the  American Holistic Veterinary Med-

ical Association. 

She also talked about a fairly new concept in small 

animal disease prevention - herd health. It has been 

determined, she says, that about 70 percent of a herd 

must be protected against core diseases for the vac-

cines to control their spread from animal to animal.  In 

the U.S., only about 50 percent of dogs and 25 percent 

of cats are, indeed, protected. 

That does not mean, however, that your dog needs a 

vaccine every three years.  It most likely means that a 

lot of puppies never get their first series of vaccina-

tions.  And, she says, about 50 percent of non-

protected puppies exposed to a core disease will die. 

Dodds uses the term “non-protected,” rather than non-

vaccinated, because not every puppy or dog that is 

vaccinated is actually protected from that particular 

disease.  Some dogs simply do not respond to vac-

cines, so never develop the antibodies to be protected.  

Others are low responders, and don’t respond enough.  

Either way, this is a genetic trait, Dodds, said, that 

likely will be passed along to any offspring. 

For Breeders who want to eliminate this trait from 

their lines, titer tests done before making a breeding 

decision can prove that the dog has responded ot its 

vaccines - or not. 

Dodds also recommends starting puppies’ vaccination 

series later - at 9 to 10 weeks of age - except in the 

case of a single dose of parvovirus.  This means that 

many puppies will already be in their new homes 

when the series starts.  After each vaccination, the 

puppy’s behavior and health should be monitored.  

And, she says, any puppy or dog that has an adverse 

reaction to a vaccine should never receive that vaccine 

again.  She also advises that  the last of the vaccine 

series should be given between 14 and 16 weeks of 

age when the dam’s antibodies will not neutralize the 

vaccine. 

At the other end of the age spectrum, Dodds said that 

after age 10, dogs simply don’t need vaccines or titers.  

They have had enough vaccine to last the rest of their 

lives by then, and there’s a bigger chance an old dog 

will have an adverse reaction. 

 



 

                  

 

 

 
Dr. Jean Dodds' Pet Health Resource Blog 

Snapshot of Leptospirosis Strains & Vaccine 

 

 Most Leptospirosis strains (there are about 200) do not cause disease, and of the seven clinically important 

strains, only four — L. icterohaemorrhagiae, L. canicola, L. grippotyphosa, and L. pomona serovars — are 

found in today’s vaccines. So, exposure risk depends upon which serovars of Leptospirosis have been docu-

mented to cause clinical leptospirosis in the area where you live. You can call the county or state health de-

partment and ask. Please note: several states do not test water or areas for leptospirosis, which leads us to 

believe they do not find it clinically significant or a health concern. 

Leptospirosis vaccines, like Lyme vaccines, need two doses given three to six weeks apart to immunize the dog 

regardless of the age given. Boosters are then needed annually thereafter. So, if your veterinarian is giving a 

5-way, DHLPP (Distemper, Hepatitis, Leptospirosis, Parainfluenza, Parvovirus) vaccine to your dog, you 

will need to schedule another appointment for three weeks later. Regarding puppies, a 9-week old puppy 

would receive DHLPP at 9 weeks, Lepto at 12 weeks, Distemper and Parvo at 14 weeks. Mind you I do 

NOT recommend this protocol or even Lepto before 14 weeks of age! (View my vaccination protocol.) 

 In high risk exposure areas, the clinical incidence is about 1:1000-2500 dogs; whereas the general risk is 

only about 1:5000-10,000 dogs. 

 The eminent Dr. Ron Schultz of the University of Wisconsin School of Veterinary Medicine notes, “I find 

there’s still a fairly high percentage of dogs that do not respond to the 4-way vaccine. In addition, of all the bac-

terin vaccines, leptospirosis causes the most adverse reactions.” 

W. Jean Dodds, DVM 

Hemopet / NutriScan 

http://drjeandoddspethealthresource.tumblr.com/
http://drjeandoddspethealthresource.tumblr.com/post/124510474596/leptospirosis-vaccine
http://drjeandoddspethealthresource.tumblr.com/post/147595920886/dodds-vaccination-protocol-dogs-2016#.V_aSO-ArLIV
http://t.umblr.com/redirect?z=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.hemopet.org%2F%3Futm_source%3Dtumblr%26utm_medium%3Dsign%26utm_campaign%3Dlepto-snapshot&t=MWRmYjA2NzlmNzNmM2I5N2U4YWRjZTg5MjM2MjljZjRkMjE2N2FlYixYZ1BsT0F0cg%3D%3D&b=t%3A2PGwnMFdfWUbHfhGfy-plA&p=http%3A%2F%2Fdrje
http://t.umblr.com/redirect?z=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nutriscan.org%2F%3Futm_source%3Dtumblr%26utm_medium%3Dsign%26utm_campaign%3Dlepto-snapshot&t=ZGVlZWE2YjI3ZDBkYmEyZTY2NzBkZmNhYzQ5OTJkNGZiMzgxYWU3MixYZ1BsT0F0cg%3D%3D&b=t%3A2PGwnMFdfWUbHfhGfy-plA&p=http%3A%2F%2Fdr


 

 

 

 

JOIN US AT THE  

NAEDA SPECIALTY 

AT PURINA FARMS 

DATE:  Thursday, October 26, 2017 

JUDGE:  Stan Matsumoto 

LOCATION:  Held in conjunction with Gateway at Purina Farms 

SHOW TIME:  9 a.m. 

DAY OF SHOW ENTRY TIME:  8-8:30 a.m. 

LICENSED CLASSES:  Will include Altered 

NON-LICENSED CLASSES:  Novice Puppy, Stud Dog, Brood Bitch, Veteran, Brace, and  

Legends of the Ring 

Junior Showmanship will be allowed ONLY by showing an AE 

Pre-Entry is $20, Day of Show is $25, NLC is $5, Juniors is $10 

Pre-Entry Deadline:  October 21, 2017 

Make Checks payable to NAEDA and Mail to 

EVENT SECRETARY:  Renee Strong, 2497 Rockefeller Rd., 

 Moravia, NY 13118 

Ph: (315) 497-1682  

  

Hotel Information will be listed with the Gateway Premium List when available. 

 



N
A

E
D

A
 N

ew
sl

et
te

r 

V
ad

a 
B

in
ic

k
, 

E
d
it

o
r 

1
1

5
0

 S
o
u

th
 R

io
 V

er
d
e 

L
an

e
 

C
am

p
 V

er
d
e,

 A
Z

 8
6

3
2

2
-7

0
2

4
 

P
L

A
C

E
 

S
T

A
M

P
 

H
E

R
E

 


