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GRCH Nuuktok’s All Eyes on Me (Isaac) 

1st Place Eskie Top Ten, 4th Place Top Ten Finals 
(L-R, Judges Robert Collins, Sonja Ostrom, Tim Parr) 

 

Owner/Handler Debi Allen; Breeder, Sharon Robertson 



 

GRCH Nuuktok’s All Eyes on Me (Isaac) 
DOB 9/14/2012 

Isaac came to me from Sharon Robertson because it was a repeat breeding that produced a 

wonderful litter that had the qualities I look for.  Since I was pretty sure this would be the end 

of Prince’s genetics (Sierra’s Prince of Thieves), I knew I wanted a pup.  Prince was a "giant" 

in the show rings of yesterday, and he figures prominently in the pedigrees of many eskies 

showing today. I couldn't pass on the opportunity to own his son, who combined Prince's genes 

with those of Sharon Robertson's Ai.  

Isaac has lived up to his heritage, and I couldn't be prouder of him.  He has the type and move-

ment I was looking for, plus a wonderful happy and outgoing temperament.  He is a pleasure to 

show,  and truly enjoys the show ring.  I am hoping for continued success!  

Debi  Allen 
Rtic American Eskimos 
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Join us  

in October at the 

 2016 NAEDA 

NATIONAL  

SPECIALTY, 
Whitmore Lake, 

MI (near Detroit) 

on October 23 

and 24, 2015. 

Thank you, Carol Innerst, for the photos of Prem-

ier’s Top Ten competition and other shows during 

Premier week! See inside pages for information! 



LETTERS FROM THE BOARD 

President 

Hi, All, 

I look forward to seeing everyone at the 2016 Fall Na-

tional in the beautiful state of Michigan.  The Michi-

gan Club has been working very hard to see that eve-

ryone has a great time, win or lose.  I will take UKC’s 

American Eskimo PowerPoint, and we can have a 

seminar on the American Eskimo.  It is very important 

that breeders, exhibitors, and judges go to seminars on 

the American Eskimo so that we can discuss the breed, 

improvements we need to make, and our accomplish-

ments.  It is a great PowerPoint, and I think everyone 

will have a great time. 

Remember to take your State Basket for the Basket 

Raffle.  This has been growing each year, and I 

thought that maybe this year we could each vote on 

the Best Basket.  Details will be later.  Maybe a large 

Rosette for the winner!!!  So, let’s get working on 

those Baskets!!! 

You can send your Baskets to myself if you wish as I 

will be driving and will take them with me.  Please let 

me know if you are sending me a Basket. 

I hope everyone has had a great summer.  I know it 

has been a very hot and wet one for many areas.  We 

look forward to fall, cooler weather, and the Nation-

al!!!  Mail baskets to: Diana Allen, 8767 S. Edinburgh 

Rd., Edinburgh, IN  45124 

Diana Allen, President 

Corresponding Secretary 

Some of the American Eskimo Breeders have asked 

me to write about this subject. It is their concern that 

the tail set, whether it be a toy, miniature or standard 

is ceasing to conform to the breed standard. The breed 

standard states: The tail is set moderately high and 

reaches approximately to the point of hock when 

down. It is carried loosely on the back, although it 

may be dropped when at rest. 

A perfect tail set is high set at the croup so it is easily 

carried over the back. It does not have to be centered, 

however that would be ideal. When the tail set is this 

correct, then the tail needs to be long enough, without 

kink, or curl to meet the hock when relaxed. 

Some bad tail carriage is caused by a low set of the tail 

making it easier for the tail to meet the hock, but hard-

er for the dog to carry the tail over the back. Several 

tail sets that may be seen, but are incorrect are the 

tightly curled, double curled or hooked tail; the gay or 

flag tail; the snap or squirrel tail; and the ring tail. 

As a Nordic breed the dog needs a properly set tail and 

yet long enough to protect itself while sleeping. Of 

course, tails too loose or too tightly curled are incor-

rect. 

Long tailed dogs with a sideways bend or curl near the 

tip are considered by genetic experts to be possibly 

due to bending in embryo. It is believed that some ge-

netic factor is involved because some lines may throw 

this problem at intervals. As of this date, the mode of 

inheritance is conjecture. 

It is important to remember that the tail is merely an 

extension of the spinal column. Tail carriage is im-

portant not just for show type standards but also for 

the dog. “Selection for tail length is probably selection 

for different number of vertebrae which is possibly 

quite highly inherited. Breed from dogs with the long-

est tails and tails will get longer in future generations.” 

Malcolm Willis, Practical Genetics for Dog Breeders 

However, it is important to be aware, when breeding, 

to consider the first three generations,and try to make 

the best decision after evaluating those pedigrees in 

order to give a breeder what he or she considers the 

perfect tail set. 

Debbie Mitchell, Corresponding Secretary 

Secretary 
The National is right around the corner.  Hope to see 

everyone there in the great state of Michigan.  Make 

your hotel reservations early.  Don't forget that we 

need trophy donations.  We are also hosting the Al-

tered class this year, so lets see them in the ring.   See 

everyone in October. 

Renee Strong, Secretary 



 

LETTERS FROM THE BOARD

(Cont.) 

.Publicity Director 

Busy summer for us all, including the folks who at-

tended UKC’s Premier dog show in Kalamazoo!  Pho-

tos of some of the participants and their Eskies are in-

cluded in this issue.  Thanks, Carol Innerst, for the 

photos!  Apologies in advance for any misidentified 

humans or dogs. Now, it is on to the NAEDA Special-

ty and annual meeting in MI! A suggested agenda item 

should be of interest to all Eskie lovers, but particular-

ly of interest to the breeders among us.  

What happens to our Eskies when we no longer are 

capable of taking care of them? We should recognize 

that we  are mortal and our good health may not last as 

long as our lives. If we are breeders of good con-

science, we should find good, alternative homes for 

our Eskies while we still are capable of doing so.  

However, what if we have trouble finding homes?  

What happens then?  Seems to me there should be 

means, no blame attached, in which a breeder can ask 

NAEDA or local clubs for help rather than dumping 

the Eskies at a kill shelter. Our Eskies deserve better! 

There still is time for interested parties to donate tro-

phies for the shows and regional baskets or other items 

for NAEDA’a annual auction at the National. Hope to 

see you in Michigan! 

Vada Binick, Publicity Director 

TROPHY DONATION LIST 
These are the trophies which are given out at the Na-

tional Specialty. Best of Breed and Grand Champion-

ship trophies usually are donated by last year’s win-

ners.  Others are available. It also is possible to donate 

to the General Fund  for trophies to be used where 

needed.  When you make your donation, please list 

your name and/or kennel name as you wish it to ap-

pear on the donation list.  And, of course, it is possible 

to donate  more than one trophy.  All donations are 

gladly accepted! 

TROPHY            DONATION 

Best of Breed             $ 35.00 

Grand Champion                 30.00 

Champion                 30.00 

Best of Winners               30.00 

Best Male                   30.00 

Best Female                   30.00 

Best Miniature Male               20.00 

Best Standard Male              20.00 

Best Miniature Female             20.00 

Best Standard Female             20.00 

Best Miniature Male Puppy            15.00 

Best  Miniature Male Junior            15.00 

Best Miniature Male Senior            15.00 

Best Miniature Male Adult            15.00 

Best Miniature  Breeder Handler          15.00 

Best Standard Male Puppy            15.00 

Best Standard Male Junior            15.00 

Best Standard Male Senior            15.00 

Best Standard Male Adult            15.00 

Best Standard  Breeder Handler           15.00 

Best Miniature Female Puppy           15.00 

Best Miniature Female Junior           15.00 

Best Miniature Female Senior           15.00 

Best Miniature Female Adult           15.00 

Best Miniature Breeder Handler             15.00 

Best Standard Female Puppy           15.00 

Best Standard Female Junior           15.00 

Best  Standard Female Senior           15.00 

Best Standard Female Adult             15.00 

Best Standard Breeder Handler           15.00 

Best Junior Showmanship            15.00 

Best Junior  Showmanship Pee Wee         15.00 

Best Junior Showmanship Sub-Novice         15.00 

Best Junior Showmanship Junior Novice        15.00 

Best Junior Showmanship Junior Open         15.00 

Best Junior Showmanship Senior Novice        15.00 

Best Junior Showmanship Senior Open         15.00 

Best Stud Dog               20.00 

Best Brood Bitch               20.00 

Best Brace                20.00 

Best Novice Puppy              20.00 

Best Female Novice Puppy            15.00 

Best Male Novice Puppy              26.00 

Legends of the Rings Medallions          10.00 

General Trophy Fund Donations          

     



 

 

2015 TOP TEN AMERICAN ESKIMOS 
1. GRCH ‘PR’ Pat’s Irish Miracle Ncis Agent ……………………….Suzanne O’Donnell, Renee Strong 

2. USR UFR CAX GRCH ‘PR’ Pinebrook Smilin’ Milo OF Vibo…………………..Danielle Christensen 

3. GRCH ‘PR’ Sierra’s Hallmark ………...…….………..…………...Joseph L. Allen and Diana L. Allen 

4. GRCH ‘PR’ Trinity’s Elijah…………………………………...….David Wheatley Or Linda Wheatley 

5. GRCH ‘PR’ Islands Shelter From The Storm ……….……..Gregory E. Mann Or Robert C. Brown 

6. GRCH ‘PR’ Nuuktok’s All Eyes On Me ……….……………...………….…………...….Deborah Allen 

7. GRCH ‘PR’ Klondyke’s Cloud of Nanuk……………...………………………………...…...Jan Palmer 

8. NBOB NGRCH GRCH ‘PR’Ah’s Sirusdrms Saratoga Passage…................Denise Randall Miller Or 
Robert A. Miller 

9. NBOB NBRCH GRCH ‘PR’ Ahs Gabriels Song Of The Trump ………………..…..Lynn A. McClure 

10. GRCH ‘PR’ Storytime’s Timber To The Maxx…………………………………….……..Tracy Vittetoe 

TOP TEN AE COMPETITION AT PREMIER, 2016 

American Eskimo Top Ten competition 

at Premier.  Above, L to R: Renee Strong 

and GRCH ‘PR’ Pat’s Irish Miracle Ncis 

Agent (McGee); Diana Allen and GRCH 

‘PR’ Sierra’s Hallmark (Bentley); and 

Debi Allen with GRCH ‘PR’ Nuuktok’s 

All Eyes on Me (Isaac). Left: Diana Allen 

and Bentley; Debi Allen and Isaac; 

Right: Renee Strong and McGee.  Debi 

Allen’s Isaac took BOB. Diana Allen’s 

Bentley received an AOM. 



TOP TEN AE COMPETITION AT PREMIER, 2016, Cont.) 

Above left, Renee Strong with McGee on the table.  Above right, Diana Allen “baiting” Bentley.  Center 

below, left to right, Renee Strong and McGee,  Diana Allen with Bentley, and Debi Allen and Isaac.  Re-

sults of breed competition: Isaac,  Best of Breed; Bentley, AOM; and Isaac moved on to Top Ten Finals. 

TOP TEN FINALS, PREMIER, 2016 

 The Top 
Ten win-

ner in 
each 
breed 

competes 
for  “Top 
Dog” of 
all the 
breeds.  

AE Isaac 
placed 

4th! 

#1  
TOP 
TEN 



 

 

TOP TEN FINALS, PREMIER, 2016, (Cont.) 

 

Debi Allen and Isaac in the Top 
Ten Final ring. Judge Tim Parr 
above. Center L, Isaac taking a 
break; Center R, posing nicely. 

Debi and 
Isaac placed 

4th in the Top 
Ten All Breed 

Finals.  A 
Multi-colored 
Poodle took 
first; a Tree-
ing Walker 
Coonhound 
took second 
place; and a 

Shetland 
Sheep dog 
took third 

place.  



PREMIER DAYS, Kalamazoo, MI, 2016….. 

L-R: Diana Allen and  Bentley; Jr. Handler Jaxsyn Lewis and Mary Verness’s KOOZA!; Debi Allen and Isaac; Renee Strong 

and McGee; Mary Verness and  Jinx; Mandy Innerst and Mykah; Irene Rae Bodner Haefner and Poke.  Center left: Renee 

Strong with McGee stacked; Center right: Mandy Innerst has Paxon standing proudly to meet Judge Jennifer Landers.  

Left: Donna 

Blews-

Pappas 

showing 

Trace in the 

Altered class. 

Right: Irene 

Rae Bodner 

Haefner has 

Poke  

stacked nice-

ly on the ta-

ble  



 

 

PREMIER DAYS, Kalamazoo, MI, 2016 (Cont.) 
Right: Jaxsyn Lewis and 

Mary Verness’s KOO-

ZA!, Debi Allen and 

Isaac; Renee Strong and 

McGee; Center left, Sue 

O’Donnell with Abby; 

Center right, Mary Ver-

ness with Jinx (BOB in 

the Specialty); Lower 

left, Irene Rae Bodner 

Hafner in the back-

ground, Mandy Innerst 

and Mykah in the fore-

ground.  Lower right, 

Renee Strong moving 

McGee. 



PREMIER DAYS, Kalamazoo, MI, 2016 (Cont.) 

Above:  Left, Jaxsyn Lewis and KOOZA!. Right: Sue O’Donnell and Abby; Below, everyone has  re-

laxed their dogs.   Left to right, Debi Allen and Isaac;  Renee Strong; Mary Verness and Jinx; Mandy 

Innerst and Mykah; Irene Rae Bodnar Haefner and Poke.  At the lower right foreground of this photo,  

Jr. Handler Jaxsyn Lewis  kneeling by KOOZA! 



HANGIN’ OUT AT PREMIER!!! 

Find your friends in photos  at top and at left except  

for Rt. Center. Carol Innerst gave her Mykah a ride!  

Registered names of Eskies at Premier : 

- Abby: ‘PR’ Pat’s Irish Forensic Chick 

- Bentley: GRCH ‘PR’ Sierra’s Hallmark 

- Isaac: GRCH ‘PR’ Nuuktok’s All Eyes On Me 

- Jinx: GRCH RBIS 'PR' Maremar's Hi Jinx 

- KOOZA!: BIS U-GRCH’PR’ Pinebrook’s Cirque 
 Du Maremar SPOT 

- McGee: GRCH ‘PR’ Pat’s Irish Miracle Ncis  Agent 

- Mykah: GRCH‘PR’ Heavenly Miracle Hart FN Angel 

- Paxon: CH ‘PR’ Emerald City AK Lil Big Town 

- Poke:  GRCH ‘PR’ RB OSU Pistol Pete JR 

- Trace: ALBIS, ALRBIS, HIT, UROG, URX2, UCDX, 
 ALGRCH, Pat’s Irish Warp Signature, CGC, 
 CGCA, CGCU, BN, PCD, PCDX, GN, CD, CDX, 
 RAE, ASCA-CD, ASCA-CDX, ASCA-RN, ASCA-
 RNX, ASCA-RNC, ASCA-RA, ASCA-RAX, AS
 CA-RAC, ASCA-RE, ASCA-REX, CD-C, CDX-C, 
 CD-CCH, TT, VC, DNA-P  

 



 

ANNIKA REMAINS AN 

AGILITY STAR!  

Slowing down as a senior, but still ea-

ger at 13 years and 10 months! 
 

Annika’s Mom here -  my name is Lisa Shelton. Mini 

Eskie Annika and I have been training in agility since 

she was 5 months old. I had never done agility before; 

had barely seen it done, but it looked like so much 

fun! Together we learned this sport. Little did I know 

just how much Annika would live for agility, a sport 

which showcases her love to run! Numerous titles and 

12 championships later, including a National win in 

2012 ( she was just 3 weeks short of her 10th birth-

day), at age 13 years and 10 months Annika’s passion 

is still there. She has one speed - fast -  and has bare-

ly slowed down. I’m proud to say we are still compet-

ing, earning her 12th championship in March 2016! 

Thru NADAC (North American Dog Agility Council) 

there is no penalty for your dog getting older. At age 7 

she was considered a senior dog, and the jump bars 

went down from 12 inches to 8. At age 12 jump bars 

lowered again to 4 inches to preserve her body. We no 

longer do all-day trials, but I pick and choose what she 

enjoys most for a few runs a day. Tunnels ‘vision’ has 

always been her ‘specialty’ so running a course of all 

tunnels is her number one favorite. Jump bars being 4 

inches high is like candy to Annika. Running thru the 

uprights, hopping over the bar, and “hoopers” are pure 

handling exercises. (Hoopers: running patterns thru 

hoops made from PVC pipe and hula hoops). NADAC 

also has Extreme Games which are all ground work: 

running patterns around barrels, gates and thru tun-

nels. We are exploring learning that this fall. I work 

really hard to keep Annika’s body in shape and her 

mind sharp while, at the same time,  seeing and listen-

ing to what she is telling me.   So far,  her message is 

still “I love this sport, Mom, that was fun! Thanks for 

bringing me!” 

- Lisa Shelton 

 
(Lisa Shelton is a member of  NAEDA and AAEA 
and  handles two miniature Eskies in Agility.) 
 

Following is another in a series of articles by own-
ers of senior dogs, still actively pursuing the sport 
which they and their owners love.  NATCH Star-
light’s Annika Pot of Gold has a slew of titles af-
ter her name, some of which are:  

2012 NADAC National Champion (8" vet division)  

NATCH 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 

Versatility NATCH 1, 2, 3, 4 

Platinum Speed Star Award 1 AND 2  

Elite Triple Superior Award 



 Introducing Jr. Handler 
Jaxsyn Lewis…. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I thought you might like to know just how a young 

man you likely never have seen before came to present 

my Grand Champion American Eskimo Dog, BIS U-

GR CH 'PR' Pinebrook's Cirque Du. Maremar SPOT 

(KOOZA!), at the Specialty in conjunction with the 

Premier. 

Thirteen year old Jaxsyn Lewis, of Bagley, MN has 

been showing dogs since November 2015. His father, 

Rick Lewis, is an Obedience Instructor and a 4H In-

structor. Initially Rick came to the Dog Show world 

because his daughter liked showing dogs. Though his 

daughter has taken a hiatus from the ring, Jaxsyn start-

ed showing an interest. Rick ran with it.  

I first saw Jaxsyn earlier this year in Minneapolis,  

MN, showing his Lab (the family’s primary breed) in 

both Juniors and in breed. Jaxsyn also showed a Pem-

broke Welsh Corgi for someone at that show. 

Fast forward to The Premier. I was in a quandary as I 

had two dogs to show in the Grand Champion class. 

Usually, as soon as we pre-enter a dog in a prestigious 

show the dog sheds its coat. I decided to hedge my 

bets and entered both dogs. Either one dog would 

blow its coat or I could find someone I traveled with 

to show the second dog. Neither dog blew coat, and 

the person I was traveling with couldn’t show a dog 

for me. Hmm... Many of us folks from Minnesota  

hung out together at the show site in assorted RVs, 

Horse Trailers, and even a 1953 Cadillac hearse that 

was converted into a RV. The evening before our spe-

cialty I was walking down this eclectic line of human 

and canine conveyances when I saw a pristine Cadil-

lac RV… I walked by, and saw a couple of people 

hanging out in the front seats. Out popped Rick and 

Jaxsyn. We chatted a bit and went on our ways.  

The next day, still pondering what I was going to do 

about two dogs and one handler, I stopped by to see 

what Jaxsyn was doing. As I came around the corner, 

Jaxsyn’s Lab confronted me. This was terribly atypi-

cal of this dog. I was told that earlier the Lab had been 

excused by two judges due to its behavior. Rick and 

Jaxsyn found out that the dog was ill. It was removed 

from competition and put on medicine. Jaxsyn had 

tried showing a young inexperienced, lovely Pit Bull 

in Juniors, but the dog was a bit too excited by the ring 

atmosphere. God moment… I asked,  and Jaxsyn was 

delighted to show my KOOZA! He and KOOZA!

became quite the team,  and Jaxsyn showed him for 

the remaining shows.  

I understand that since Premier, Jaxsyn showed one of 

his own female Labs and a Cardigan Welsh Corgi, a 

Chinese Crested, an Australian Terrier, and a Viszla at 

the Red Pine Dog show in LeCenter, MN. He handled 

the Visla to Best in Show.  One of the judges at Red 

Pine was one of the judges that had dismissed Jaxsy-

n’s Labrador Retriever back at the Premier. With 

Jaxsyn’s permission, she spoke to Rick, She said that 

she was very impressed that Jaxsyn had persevered 

through the disappointment of not being able to show 

his own dog at Premier,  and, through the support of 

his father and the many breeders allowing him to show 

their dogs, was successfully competing in both the 

Junior Handling ring and the Conformation ring.  

As for KOOZA!, he and Jaxsyn do well together.   I 

anticipate that Jaxsyn and KOOZA! will continue their 

partnership in the ring.  

- Mary Verness 

 

Jaxsyn and BIS U-GRCH’PR’ Pinebrook’s Cirque Du 

Maremar SPOT (KOOZA!) 



 
 
Canine Cases Advance Cancer 
Research 
 
Care of pets may play role in treatment for hu-

mans. 

 

ALEXA SALARI,   

Cronkite News 

 

Keith and Marna McLendon thought their 9-year-old 

Scottish terrier, Molly, had a mere bladder infection. 

But, after a visit to the veterinarian and an ultrasound 

exam, the McLendons learned Molly had a tumor 

“We were actually surprised at the diagnosis of her 

first ultrasound,” said Marna McLendon, a Scottsdale 

(AZ) resident.  “We were just thinking that somehow 

everything would be fine.  So, it hit hard.” 

The Scottie’s owners take her for chemotherapy treat-

ment every three weeks at Arizona Veterinary Oncol-

ogy in Scottsdale. 

Despite undergoing nearly 10  months of chemo, Mol-

ly hasn’t lost her energy - or even her fur. 

“Chemotherapy for people is an incredibly tough 

thing.  There’s a lot of side effects, the challenges 

with it are very difficult,” said Dr. Racel Venable, vet-

erinary oncologist and Molly’s primary doctor.  “But 

in dogs, they actually do extremely well.  We see min-

imal side effects.  Most of the time, you would never 

know a dog was on chemotherapy.” 

That’s just one reason doctors are looking to canines 

to advance cancer treatment for humans. 

Researchers at the non-profit Translational Genomics 

Research Institute in downtown Phoenix are growing 

their knowledge of canine cancers.  They’re building a 

database of DNA samples from canines to compare 

the genetic makeup of healthy dogs to dogs with can-

cer.  They hope this will lead to more targeted treat-

ment options and potential cures.   

One out of every three dogs is affected by cancer and 

of these, more than half of them will die frm the dis-

ease, according to the National Canine Cancer Foun-

dation.   

That rate is alarming for many pet owners, consider-

ing there are more than 70 million pet dogs in the 

U.S., according to the American Pet Products Associ-

ation. 

“There’s no question that it’s a major problem for pet 

owners, and it’s certainly a major problem for dogs,” 

said Jeffrey Trent, president and research director at 

TGen. 

Venable said she has seen the number of dogs with 

cancer grow over the past decade. 

“People are taking better care of their animals than 

they used to back in the day,” she said.  “And also, 

they’re living with us now inside.  So, they’re living 

to be older….  The older you get, the chances of get-

ting cancer just gets that much higher.  Same with 

people. 

And treating cancer isn’t cheap.  Treatments can in-

clude chemotherapy, surgery and radiation - with 

costs ranging from hundreds to thousands of dollars, 

Venable said. 

TGen officials want to lower the rate of dogs with 

cancer.  The institute has been collecting genetic in-

formation on dogs with cancer since 2010. 

Researchers are using liquid biopsies to collect DNA 

samples via blood, saliva, and urine.  Those samples 

are analyzed through Illumina technology, an ad-

vanced genomic sequencing system. 

This system allows researchers to input samples into 

the sequencer, which splits out data relaying the ge-

netic landscape of a dog - essentially its blueprint. 

The following article ran in the Wednesday, July 

20, 2016 issue of THE ARIZONA REPUBLIC 

newspaper.  Because of the prevalence of cancer in 

our dogs, the editor felt it would be of interest to all 

dog owners. 



Canine Cases Advance Cancer 
Research (Cont.) 

 

“Using the lens of genetics to zero in on what changes 

are present in a cancer of lymphoma, bladder cancer, 

melanoma, allows us to target the treatment to a spe-

cific genetic change,” Trend said. 

Liquid biopsies allow researchers to gather DNA sam-

ples without surgery.  This lessens the risk for dogs, 

minimizes costs and allows TGen researchers to ana-

lyze information  on a more continuous basis. 

 

“It’s the holy grail of being able to work on targeted 

treatment,“ Trent said. 

“Dogs and humans have a great degree of genetic sim-

ilarity that enables us to transfer knowledge across 

species,” said William Hendricks, an assistant profes-

sor at TGen specializing in canine cancer studies, “So, 

if we find a particular mutation in a canine cancer, that 

mutation often occurs in a very similar position in a 

human genome.” 

With or without fur, cancer is a genetic disease. 

“It’s a disease of broken genes in both humans and 

dogs,” Hendricks said.  “This same genetic foundation 

exists for cancer….The cancer tends to look similar 

under the microscope.  They look similar under the 

genomic sequencer, and they tend to behave the same 

ways when they’re treated in the clinic.” 

Aside from similar genetic landscapes, dogs share our 

physical environment. 

For example, Trent said dogs that get lung cancer 

don’t smoke, but they may live with an owner who 

does.   

It’s this combination of genetic and environmental 

similarities that provides doctors a unique way of 

comparing canine cancers to human cancers. 

“Dogs, they’re a great model not only because they 

get similar cancers as we do, but they also live with 

us,” Venable said.  “So, they share the same environ-

ment, the same exposures, sometimes the same foods.  

And so in that way, they’re a great model.” 

The shorter lifespan of dogs also allows researchers to 

capture more data in a quicker time frame compared to 

studying humans over a period of several decades. 

A group of scientists recently published a review in 

“Science Translational Medicine” that suggests dogs 

with cancer be integrated into clinical trials to test new 

drug therapeutics. 

This suggestion partially stems from the idea behind 

the Human Genome Project, said Trent, who contrib-

uted to the review. 

National and international partners completed the 10-

year and nearly $3 billion genome project in 2003.  It 

sequenced and mapped the genes of humans to more 

clearly understand their genetic makeup. 

Since that time, “more than 30,000 human cancers 

have been genomically profiled, (whereas) genomic 

sequence data have been published for fewer than 50 

canine cancers,” according to the review. 

Trent said researchers have focused on humans, which 

has led to the lead in data for dogs. 

“There’s nearly 800 cancer treatments that are moving 

towards clinical trial for treatment in human patients 

and really, what we also wonder is whether some of 

those new drugs, those new targeted opportunities to 

treat cancer, could be helpful for our canine patients as 

well,” Trent said. 

The group suggested veterinary schools help conduct 

canine cancer studies.  Universities tend to have more 

staffing capable of observing and analyzing patients 

for a longer period of time. 

Some Valley groups already have formed collabora-

tions. 

Venable said Arizona Veterinary Oncology recently 

partnered its oncology services with Midwestern Uni-

versity in Glendale.  Venable sees about 30 to 45 ca-

nine patients every week. 

She also said the practice is actively seeking clinical 

trials to advance the treatment of cancer. 



 

 

 

Canine Cases Advance Cancer 
Research (Cont.) 

For both TGen and Arizona Veterinary Oncology, 

they said ensuring the safety and humaneness of stud-

ies and clinical trials is of utmost importance. 

“This is an area that really does have a lot of advo-

cates on both sides - those that want to protect animals 

and those that want the best for them and those that 

want to get new cancer treatment for patients,” Trent 

said. 

Trent said pets can’t make decisions for themselves, 

so they have to work hard to ensure they conduct stud-

ies with oversight and compassion. 

“It’s an exciting blend of the ethical, legal, social im-

plications of the work we do and an important one as 

well,” he said. 

Molly’s owner said she is open to canine clinical tri-

als.  Her terrier’s tumor has shrunk.  However, Mol-

ly’s doctor said they cannot surgically remove it be-

cause of its location. 

Venable classifies Molly’s chemo treatment as more 

of a “maintenance therapy” that shrinks the tumor and 

prevents it from spreading to other parts of the body. 

“One thing that really surprises owners is how their 

dog can feel kind of sick from their disease and then 

we start treating them with chemotherapy, especially 

lymphoma, and they notice how they start feeling bet-

ter,” Venable said.  “They have more energy.  They 

are eating better, and its actually happening on chemo-

therapy, which would be the opposite of what you 

would expect.” 

The type and length of cancer treatments for dogs var-

ies, but Venable said that most forms of treatment last 

about a year, with either one or two visits a month. 

At the end of the day, however, chemo treatment gives 

patients like Molly what many humans are also trying 

to find - more time to live life. 

 

Dog Vaccination Schedule? 
When to vaccinate our Eskies has been a subject of 

controversy for some time.  Various accounts say that 

more than half of us reportedly revaccinate yearly 

while most others still vaccinate every three years - 

despite four decades of believable research showing 

that vaccines last at least 7 years. 

Is your vet insisting that you vaccinate yearly?  Let us 

know what vaccination schedule you are following for 

your Eskies.  Members are interested in this subject 

and would like to share experiences. 

Diabetes Questionnaire 
We are extremely pleased to announce that Dr. Jean 

Dodds, a pre-eminent researcher with decades of ex-

perience, especially in the field of autoimmune reac-

tions to vaccines and drugs, has agreed to analyze data 

on American Eskimos with confirmed diabetes. If she 

is able to establish a correlation coefficient indicating 

one or more factors correlates with development of 

diabetes, we may have additional tests or requests for 

data to get some answers as to why we have an epi-

demic of diabetes in our breed. 

 

Please complete the following questionnaire BY OC-

TOBER 1, 2016 and send it to One of the follow-

ing: 

*Patrea Pabst, 2966 Har twell Hwy NW, Dewey  

 Rose, GA 30634 OR 

 aepied@aol.com 

OR  

*Sharon Robertson, 20096 Kennedy Rd, ON    

 L7K  1Y3 OR  

  sharon@nuuktokamericaneskimodogs.com 

 

OR IF PRIVACY is a concern, you may email di-

rectly to Dr. Dodds at wjeandodds@gmail.com 

NOTE DR. DODDS IS VERY BUSY - PLEASE 

ADDRESS QUESTIONS TO SHARON OR 

PATREA; WE WILL GET YOU ANSWERS 

 

Please fill out the questionnaire found on the follow-

ing pages. 



Diabetes Questionnaire  

 

OWNER: NAME, ADDRESS, CONTACT INFORMATION: 

 

AMERICAN ESKIMO: 

Name: 

Age: (Present or at time of death) 

Sex: 

Neutered or spayed:            If so, at what Age: 

Has dog sired any litters: 

If female, has she produced any litters? 

 Number of puppies in each litter? 

 Was pregnancy normal? 

 Any abortions or early fetal deaths or stillborns? 

 

Other illnesses: 

If so, especially of GI tract (IBD, etc.) 

Pancreatitis?  Any bloat? 

Any liver disorders? 

Any affected siblings, parents, or offspring? 

Copy of pedigree, otherwise any information on breeder, relatives: 



 Onset of diabetes and disease history (when and how diagnosed, treated, stablilized, outcome): 

 

 

 

 

 

The following table should be completed to the best of knowledge: 

Age (years) Vaccinations Heartworm Med. Flea or Tick Control Other Drugs

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

For vaccinations: provide as much information as possible: manufacturer, exactly what for; if Rabies, 

one or three year; how vaccine is administered (injection (im, sc) nasal (n) Abbreviations: D, Distem-

per; A, Adenovirus; H, Hepatitis; B, Bordetella; L, Leptospirosis; P, Parvo; Pi, Parainfluenza; C, Coro-

na; Ly, Lyme. 

For Flea and Tick control, name, how often administered, how administered. 

For Heartworm, name, how often administered, how administered 

Other Drugs: antibiotics, anti-inflammatories, probiotics, hormones 

Type of antibiotics, if given. 



When I lost Barkley, I lost a part of my heart.  My beautiful boy Barkley was diag-
nosed with nasal cancer more than 10 months prior to his death.  He had undergone 
chemo treatments since early November, 2015, and was responding well.  Barkley nev-
er complained, took the treatments, and went on with his life.  

Barkley was my dog of many firsts.  He was my first American Eskimo, my  first con-
formation dog (short lived, but he got me into the rings), and  my first Agility, Obedi-
ence/Rally, Herding, and lure coursing dog  He taught me patience, gave me his all, 
never asking anything in return. He was sired by Nancy Hofman’s Cool Hand Luke 
and counted Nancy’s Solo and Steven’s Max-a-Million among his grandparents. 

Barkley fought a good fight, but the cancer won this round.  He left his world peaceful-
ly, at home, with me by his side. 

“You left a memory no one can steal, 

You left a heartache no one can heal. 

No longer by my side, 

But forever in my heart.” 

Kathy Workman 

 

Barkley's Epiphany 
07/05/2001 - 08/17/2016 
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 National American Eskimo Dog Association 

Saturday, October 22, 2016 

Whitmore Lake, Michigan 
Judge: Tim Parr 

 
Will include ALTERED this year 

 

Entry time for AE:  7:30 a.m. to 8 a.m., Show time is 8:15 a.m. 

Entry time for other breeds: 10 a.m. to 10:45 a.m., Show time is 11 a.m. 

Non-licensed classes for AE only:  stud dog, brood bitch, veteran, brace, legends of the ring 

Non-licensed classes for all breeds: novice puppy 

PRE-ENTRY:  $20 (closes Oct 15th), JR is $5, Non-licensed is $5, Day of show is $25 

Make check payable to NAEDA. Mail to Renee Strong, 2497 Rockefeller Rd, Moravia, NY 13118 

EVENT LOCATION:  Ann Arbor Dog Training Club, 1575 E Nor th Ter r itor ial Rd  

 HOST HOTEL: Sleep Inn & Suites, 1230 Dexter, Milan, MI 48160 (734) 439-1400,  
 
Deluxe continental breakfast, on-site laundry, fitness center, frig., coffee maker, & microwave in all rooms, 
& indoor heated pool.  Block of 30 rooms under AM. ESKIE is available.  2 double beds $69.99 + tax per 
night or 1 king or queen bed $69.99 + tax per night.   
MUST book by 10/20/2016 and mention AM. ESKIE to get this rate. 
Check directly with hotel for dog fees. 
 

BOOK EARLY DUE TO MAJOR UNIVERSITY FOOTBALL GAME IN AREA!  

BANQUET:  Buffet style to include chicken, roast beef, mostatolli(cheesy pasta), salad, 

red skin potatoes, green beans, brownies, coffee, water, & soft drinks.  Cost will be $22.00 per 

person.  RSVP is a MUST by October 10th to Susan Bell (See following page) 

 

Michigan American Eskimo Dog Association 

Sunday, October 23, 2016 

Will be hosting 2 shows 

Judges: Sharon Griffin and Marion Campbell 

For more information, please check website. 



  

 

 
2016 American Eskimo Dog 
National Specialty Banquet 

  (Hosted by the Michigan American Eskimo Dog Association) 

 

Buffet style to include Chicken, Roast Beef, Mostaolli (cheesy pasta), Salad, 

Red Skin Potatoes, Green Beans, Brownies, Coffee, Water, & Soft Drinks. 

Cost will be $22.00 per person. Dinner will be held at show site at or around 

5:00pm. 

 

RSVP the following form with PAYMENT by Oct. 10, 2016  

 to:  Susan Bell 

  3564 3 1⁄2 Mile Rd. 

   Athens, MI 49011 

   517-677-6264 

   susanbell98@yahoo.com 

 

**************************************************************************** 

RESERVATIONS ARE A MUST! 

Please make checks payable to: 

MAEDA (Michigan American Eskimo Dog Association). 

Name: ____________________________________________________________ 

Address:___________________________________________________________ 

City: ___________________________ State: ___________ Zip: _____________ 

Phone: _________________ Email: ____________________________________ 

Number of Dinners:  ________ @ $22.00 per person 

Total enclosed: _____________ 



 

 

 

Lodging Information 

 2016 NAEDA Specialty 

Whitmore Lake, Michigan 
October 23 and 24, 2016 

 
Book Hotel Early  

Major University Football Game Will Occur in the  
Area on the Same Date 

 
Host hotel:  Sleep Inn & Suites 

1230 Dexter 
Milan, MI  48160 

734-439-1400 
* * * 

Other Hotels in the Area 
 
 

   Best Western of Whitmore Lake          Holiday Inn U of M 
   9899 Main Street                 3600 Plymouth Road 
     Whitmore Lake, MI 48189             Ann Arbor, MI 4810 
   844-892-7431                   855-499-0001 
   Pet charges will apply                Pet charges will apply 
 
 
   Motel 6                    Red Roof Inn - North 
   3764 S. State Street                3621 Plymouth Road 
   Ann Arbor, MI  48108               Ann Arbor, MI 4801 
   844-824-7371                  734-996-5800 
   Pets stay free                  Pets stay free 
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