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First National Grand Champion 

GR. CH. ‘PR’ STEVENS TOYBEAR 

APOLLO 



LOOKING BACK…. 

 

 

 

 The first NAEDA national show was held in 1970.  

In those days, the dog taking Best of Winners was called 

“Best of Show”.  At that time, there were no Champions 

or Grand Champions classes.  Once a dog finished its 

championship, there were no other titles to win.  Two 

national shows were held per year:  the Spring Rotating 

Show and the Fall National.  Elections were held at the 

fall show.  

 In April of 1975, the Oklahoma club hosted the Na-

tional Spring Rotating Show, featuring the first 

“Champions” class.  Although not an “official” class,  it 

was an important milestone.  The Champions class win-

ner was Ch ‘PR’  Mr. KoMo of HiHo, a miniature male 

owned by Ida Welton.    There was no Best of Breed 

competition. The Best of Winners still was called Best of 

Show.    Subsequent national shows offered a Champi-

ons class.  As years passed, the winner of the Champions 

class often was referred to as the National Grand Cham-

pion. 

 In 1978, UKC announced the official Champion of 

Champions Class, and it became possible to compete for 

a Grand Champion title.  The first dog to finish the re-

quirements for a Grand Championship, standard male, 

Gr. Ch. ‘PR’ Richardson’s Keta Shelton, owned by Di-

ana Richardson  (Allen), achieved the title at the National 

Spring Rotating Show weekend in Oregon in 1978.  

There still was no National Grand Championship title. 

 In 1981, the  California American  Eskimo Associa-

tion offered the first Grand Champion “Fun” class, a 

competition won by Gr. Ch. ’PR’ Richardson’s Sierra 

Snow, owned by Diana Richardson (Allen).  It was not 

until 1989 that the first official National Grand Champi-

on title was awarded to Nat. Gr. Ch. Gr. Ch. 

’PR’Stevens’ Toybear Apollo, bred and owned by Rose-

mary Stevens.   Early national grand champions were 

awarded framed certificates, but the title was not official-

ly listed on pedigrees until several years ago.   (To see a 

list of National Grand Championship winners  through 

2010, go to http://www.naeda.org/lookback.html) 
 

(Thank you, Diana Allen, for  your contributions..Cover Photo  from “The  

NewAmerican Eskimo”, Nancy J. Hofman  and Cathy J. Flamholtz,, 1995)   

 

Early attempts to organize an  AE club... 

According to the late Nancy Hofman, the earliest at-

tempt to form an  eskie club was in Louisville in 1936. 

Various other attempts were tried, but failed.  It was not 

until November 8, 1969, that the National American 

Eskimo Association was formed in De Soto, Missouri.  

The name later was changed to the National American 

Eskimo Dog Association. Then UKC president Dr. E. G. 

Fuhrman was present. John L. Wilson was chosen as  

NAEDA’s first president and treasurer. 

Dr. Fuhrman wrote the early breed standard. Weight  

on the day of show rather than height was the means of 

setting sizes for show competition.  First licensed judg-

es were Lelan Carr, James Poe, George Steidle, Mrs. 

Ruby Sankpill, and Thomas Maxwell. 

 
Ch. ‘PR’ Maxwell’s Gidget became the first breed 

Champion, with Ch. ‘PR’ Maxwell’s Zsa Zsa being 

the first miniature female to earn a championship 

title.  “Early” exhibitors recall saving “slips of paper” 

to confirm their dogs’ wins.  Excerpts from Blood-

lines showing 1968 and 1974 breed standards are 

found in this issue, along with a 1970 show report. 
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2014 NAEDA 
National Dog Show 

Hosted by the 
Indiana  American Eskimo Dog 

Club 
Held in Conjunction with Gateway  

Mark your calendars! 

The 45th NAEDA National Specialty 

Will be held at Purina Farms 

Gray Summit, MO 

Thursday, October 23, 2014 

 

We look forward to seeing you there! 

www.NAEDA.org 

Come help celebrate 

The 45th Anniversary 

Of the NAEDA National!! 



2013 Top Ten Results 

1. NBOB NGRCH GRCH’PR’Ahs Gabriels Song of the Trump  Lynn A. McClure         173 

2. GRCH’PR’Pat’s Irish Alpine Custom Built       Suzanne O’Donnell and Renee Strong   147 

3. GRCH’PR’Nuuktoks Fissan Modrn D Warrior      Deborah Allen          133 

4. GRCH’PR’Excel’s Kung Fu Panda         Tina Wilemon Or Tryton Wilemon       91 

5. GRCH’PR’Kiva-Fuji Sky’s The Limit        Heidi Halverson Or Vada Binick       64 

6. GRCH’PR’Kiva’s Sirusdrms Kajin Breeze       Denise Randall Miller or Robert A. Miller   55 

7. GRCH’PR’Tikis TI’s Legacy          Virginia Voit           54 

8. GRCH’PR’Anana’s Look Into The Future       Kathleen Strunk Or Stephanie Strunk    53  

9. CAX GRCH’PR’Pinebrook Smilin’ Milo Of Vibo     Danielle Christensen         48 

10. GRCH’PR’Trinity’s Elijah           David Wheatley Or Linda Wheatley     46 

More About the Top Ten……. 
 According to UKC’s Denise Vavla, prior to 1995, Amer-

ican Eskimos and a few other breeds were ranked according to 

the number of dogs defeated in show rings although UKC was not 

doing the ranking.  UKC did keep track of the points, but it was 

Purina  which sponsored the Top Ten. Denise’s “guestimate” is that 

UKC took over the ranking system in 1995. Top Ten finals were 

held in conjunction with Premier.  Other breeds were added to Top 

Ten competition once a particular breed had a minimum of ten 

Champions of Record with UKC.  The Top Ten program was 

opened to all breeds in 2001, with the exception of coonhounds, 

which became eligible for the Top Ten program in 2014. 

 Top Ten points are compiled for each dog based on the number 

of dogs in its own breed defeated at each show during which the 

dog is judged to be Best of Breed.   There are no exceptions.  Being 

awarded Best in Show or Best in Multi-Breed show adds no more 

points to the Top Ten totals. 

 Each dog that is ranked in the Top Ten for its breed receives  a 

placement certificate from UKC along with a formal invitation to 

compete in the Top Ten finals held in conjunction with the UKC 

Premier event the following June after the qualifying year. 

 During the Top Ten competition at Premier,  each breed first 

competes individually.  There must be a minimum of  three entries 

in the individual breed competition for a Best of Breed to be cho-

sen.  If there are enough participants in the individual breed compe-

tition, the judge also may give an “Award of Excellence” (AOE) to 

another dog in the breed worthy of being recognized.  However,  

dogs receiving  an AOE do not move on to the final.  The dogs 

chosen as Best of Breed will go into the semi-final competition.  

 The semi-final competition usually consists of five  groups of 

semi-final winners, but the semi-final “group” assignments occur 

by random draw, not necessarily by a particular breed’s normal 

group.  The judge for each of the five groupings in the semi-finals 

chooses four dogs to move on to the Top Ten Final (meaning 20 

dogs will go to the final).  During the Top Ten Final, each dog is 

judged and ranked separately by three judges.  The top ten dogs 

then are placed based on the cumulative score each dog receives.  

The highest scoring dog achieves the honor of being the Best in 

Top Ten show dog of the year in UKC competition. 

 Each Top Ten placement winner at this year’s Premier will 

have a photograph published in BLOODLINES.   

  

  (Thanks to UKC’s Denise Vavla for information.) 

2013 Top Ten Competition  will be held 
Thursday, June 12, 2014  

With other 21st Annual Premier Events!!! 















Secretary 
 My name is Renee Strong (daughter of Patrick & 

Suzanne O’Donnell, Pat’s Irish Kennels).  I would 

like to take this opportunity to introduce myself as 

the newly appointed Secretary. I have been involved 

with the American Eskimo breed since 1984, as I 

started out showing in the Junior Showmanship.  To 

date, I have bred/shown many (too many to list) AEs 

to their Championships and/or Grand Champion-

ships and have had numerous dogs in the Top Ten.   

 I’m currently the Secretary/Treasurer for the Fin-

ger Lakes AE Dog Association, located in New 

York.  I look forward to working with the current 

Board of Directors and am excited to attend the Na-

tional this year in conjunction with Gateway, in Mis-

souri.  If anyone has questions, please feel free to 

contact me. 

 Don’t forget about the AE Specialty held on 

Wednesday, June 11 in Kalamazoo, MI.  The Finger 

Lakes AE Dog Association is hosting it again this 

year.  Hope to see everyone there. 
 Mark your calendar for the 2014 AE National, 

Thursday, October 23 at Purina Farms, Mis-

souri.  Don’t forget your raffle items, for the Nation-

al raffle. 

     Hope to see a lot of new faces….. 
 

  Renee Strong, Secretary 

 

  

LETTERS FROM THE BOARD 
President 

 We welcome Renee Strong as the new Secre-
tary.  Denise Randall Miller was unfortunately 
unable to fulfill her duties.  We are sorry that her 
situation prevented her from continuing as Secre-
tary.  We do appreciate her hard work in the time 
that she was Secretary.  The BOD has elected 
Renee to the position.  We look forward to work-
ing with Renee. 

The 2014 Fall National is fast approaching.  It 
will be the National’s 45th Anniversary show.  
We want to make it special.  Purina has offered 
to sponsor the show with prizes being offered in 
addition to National trophies.  Purina  also will 
be giving commemorative canvas tote bags with 
the national logo.  Artwork for the special com-
memorative logo is almost completed.  The first 
100 exhibitors at the National will receive one of 
these bags.  They are surely to become a collec-
tor’s item.  Rosettes will carry the “45 Anniver-
sary” show logo. 

 We have asked that each club send a basket 
filled with items noteworthy to their state.  The 
baskets will be auctioned sometime during the 
show.  More details will follow.  You can send 
your baskets to the show site if you are traveling 
and your space is limited: 

Nestle Purina PetCare Co. 

Attn:  Annie Balotti 

300 Checkerboard Loop 

Gray Summit, MO  63039 

314-982-5179 

Annie will hold the baskets for us. 

 The show site has RV hookups.  If you wish 
to reserve your space, you may do so by calling.  
It is suggested that you do it early as this is also 
the Gateway Nationals, and the shows are large. 

 October is a beautiful time of year in MO.  
Fall colors are in full bloom, temperatures are 
moderate, and there is a lot going on at the show 
site.  There are Haunted Hay Rides plus a Haunt-
ed Halloween dress up contest Saturday night 
which is judged by UKC.  This usually has a 
huge entry  There are local caves, antiques, and 
wonderful restaurants. 

 The Membership and BOD are the very back-
bone of the NAEDA.  This is your National.  The 
National is here for you and for the betterment 
and preservation of our American Eskimos.  If 
there is something you think would benefit the 
breed or the membership, please let us know.  
We need your involvement.  There are a couple 

of Committee positions that are open.  If you have an 
interest in one of the positions, please volunteer!  Go 
to the website and take a look at the positions that are 
open. 

 I hope to see everyone at the National at Purina 
Farms.  We are working very hard to make sure eve-
ryone has a great time.  If there is only one show that 
you are able to attend this year, make it your Nation-
al!!! 

 Futurity!!!  If you are having a litter, go to the Na-
tional website, fill out the Futurity form. Remember, 
you must nominate your litter BEFORE it is whelped, 
but after you have done the breeding.  Don’t forget!!! 
We would like to see a big Futurity entry next year!! 

 See everyone in October at the National!!! 

Diana Allen, President 

 
 



Corresponding Secretary 
     I would like to thank everyone who attended the National 

in Phoenix, AZ. And for supporting the shows on Sunday 

hosted by the Arizona American Eskimo Dog Club.  I really 
wish the turnout had been better. 

     Turnout at the National is what I would like to talk about.  

I know that Eskie turnout in the UKC is not as good as it 

once was all over the country.  My question is why? 

     Recently this question was broached on one of the Eskie 

lists.  I commented briefly on my feelings about it as a result 

of some posts from those of others.  Some said that the 

NAEDA National was harder to attend because of the AED-

CA National, or the Eukanuba or Westminster.  Of course, 

some other reasons concerned work schedules, finances, as 

well as geography.  Still others commented that they simply 

could not attend all of the above during the year, so the 
NAEDA National was the one that some elected not to at-

tend. 

     Here in the South there is an old saying.  It is “You dance 

with the one that brung ya.”  For those of you not familiar 

with this saying, what it means is loyalty, or standing by that 

which came before.  Without the United Kennel Club, the 

American Eskimo would still be just another unregistered 

spitz.  The NAEDA is the parent club and now hosts ONE 

National a year.  I am from the days when we hosted a 

Spring National and a Fall National.  We finally did away 

with the Spring in, I believe 2005, due to lack of participa-
tion.  I will always attend the National before the AEDCA, 

before Westminster, before Eukanuba.  To me, it is where 

the cream of the crop has come to compete. 

     I had a National Grand Champion.  Although his son was 

a group placing dog in AKC, and that means a lot to me, 

nothing has ever meant more to me than the day Natl. GR 

CH/AKC CH Sierra Chip Off The Block won his National 

Grand Title over 22 Grands.  It is the moment that I will al-

ways treasure the most.  Why, you might ask?  Because, the 

best dogs in the US were there.  My peers were there.  My 

dearest friends were there.  Where else would I have enjoyed 

such a venue?  Westminster, Eukanuba?  I think not! 
     The National is a family.  It is where friendship comes 

first, and competition comes second.  The NAEDA has 

worked hard for many years.  We have donated money to 

worthy causes, as well as helping to get the PRA test for the 

American Eskimo. 

     I compete in AKC.  I have been to Westminster, and to 

Eukanuba, and I have attended many AEDCA Nationals.  

Have any of these ever prevented me from attending the 

NAEDA National?  NEVER!  Many of you have not been 

around for very long.  You do not remember when peo-

ple traveled great distances just to attend a National.   

They wanted to say they had been there.  Many times it 

was the only time during the year you got to see your 
friends that lived across the country.  This camaraderie 

should not go by the wayside. 

     So, I am asking all of you to think about the upcom-
ing year and try to make plans to attend the National 

that we are having in conjunction with the Gateway.  

Yes, it is on Thursday.  However, with it comes every ave-

nue of competition one can think of from dock diving to 

weight pull to agility to rally.  There are also three multi-

breed conformation shows to attend in addition to our Na-

tional.  I have heard people say that they cannot take that 
long off work, can’t drive that far, can’t afford to fly, etc.  

However, many of these people were at the AEDCA Nation-

al in Perry, GA in April, 2013 for ALL FOUR DAYS.  I 

know.  I was there. 

     I wish exhibitors would realize that without the United 

Kennel Club, the American Eskimo would not be where it is 

today.  AKC needed their pedigrees to register the American 

Eskimo.  Remember, loyalty to that which came before.  

This is the REAL REASON your dogs can compete at West-

minster and Eukanuba. 

     In addition to the show, we are going to have a tremen-

dous auction.  Diana Allen has suggested that everyone bring 
a basket representing things in their state.  If you cannot 

come, feel free to send a basket.  The address on where to 

send it is available in this newsletter (Diana Allen’s re-

marks.)   These will be auctioned off to help the National 

Treasury, along with many other donations that I hope we 

will receive.  I never ever go to a National empty handed, 

and the auction is really one of the most entertaining parts of 

the whole National. 

     Vada Binick, our Publicity Director, was asking who 

would know about our First National.  That would be J.D. 

McNutt.  The Kortemeirs have a video of that very first Na-
tional so many years ago.  Since I have been with the Na-

tional for over 25 years now, I remember the Spring and Fall 

Nationals well.  Although the Spring was not as well attend-

ed as the Fall, we still had a decent turnout, a great auction, 

and a great time.  As I previously stated, we finally had to 

abandon the Spring National due to lack of participation.  It 

was truly a shame because it gave more clubs the chance to 

hold a National 

     I urge everyone to think about this coming October and 

start to make plans now.  I already have my hotel reserva-

tions.  President Diana Allen and the Executive Board are 

working very hard to make this the best National ever.  The 
last time the National was at Purina Farms, before they built 

their new Event Center, was 1996.  It was a smashing suc-

cess with 84 entries.  Of course, I will never, ever forget it.  

It is when my Conan won National Grand.   

     We are striving very hard to make this National bigger 

and better than the one in 1996.  So, I sincerely hope that 

many of you will think about where you plan to go this year.  

Please put the 2014 National held in conjunction with the 

Gateway at the top of your list.    

     Come to our Nationals in 2014, so you can remember the 

reason you are competing in all of the venues you are today.  
Remember who is truly responsible for this. 

     Please come, show your support, bring something for the 

auction, as well as a basket representing your state, so you 

can truly “DANCE WITH THE ONE THAT BRUNG YA”.     

Last, but not least, Vada wanted an old picture.  Here you 

go, Vada.  Conan’s National Grand picture courtesy of Diana 

L. Allen.  (Picture on the next page.) 

Debbie Mitchell, Corresponding Secretary 



LETTERS FROM THE BOARD (cont.) 

NATL. BOB/NATL. GR CH. 

SIERRA CHIP OFF THE BLOCK 

(Also known as “Conan”) 

Purina Farms, 1996 

(Conan was the 7th NATL. GRCH.) 

Treasurer 

 Trophy Sponsorship 

Trophies must be paid for at 

the time of sponsorship.   

Mail checks to: 

N.A.E.D.A. Trophy Sponsor-

ship 

c/o Shane Groves, 

Treasurer 

2405 Trail of Madrones 

Austin, TX  78746 

 

Or pay through PayPal on 

the NAEDA website at 

www.naeda.org 

 

If paying through PayPal, 

add 5% processing fee. 

Shane Groves, Treasurer 





Excerpts from Bloodlines of Yesteryear……... 



First National Show Report 



   

THE FINGER LAKES AE DOG ASSOCIATION 

Invites you to the  

 

AMERICAN ESKIMO SPECIALTY 

Hosted by the Finger Lakes AE Dog Association 

 

AT KALAMAZOO COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS 

Kalamazoo, Michigan 

 

Wednesday, June 11, 2014 (Indoors) 

Judge:  Ms. Sue Phillips 

 

Show time is 1:15 p.m. 

Entries are from 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

 

Pre-entries are $20, received by June 4 

 

Make check payable to:  FLAEDA and mail  

to Renee Strong, 

 

2497 Rockefeller Rd. Moravia, NY  13118 

 

Day of Show entries are $28 

Non-licensed classes are $7 (novice puppy, veterans) 

(315) 497-1682 or flaeda@hotmail.com  
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 JOIN US AT THE  

NAEDA SPECIALTY 

AT PURINA FARMS 

DATE:  Thursday, October 23, 2014 

JUDGE:  Eleanor Main 

LOCATION:  Held in conjunction with Gateway at Purina Farms 

SHOW TIME:  TBD by UKC 

DAY OF SHOW ENTRY TIME:  TBD by UKC 

NON-LICENSED CLASSES:  Novice Puppy, Stud Dog, Brood Bitch, 

Veteran, Brace, and Legends of the Ring 

Junior Showmanship will be allowed ONLY by showing an AE 

Pre-Entry is $20, Day of Show is $25, NLC is $5, Juniors is $10 

Pre-Entry Deadline:  October 17, 2014 

Make Checks payable to NAEDA and Mail to 

 

EVENT SECRETARY:  Renee Strong, 2497 Rockefeller Rd., 

 Moravia, NY 13118 

Ph: (315) 497-1682  

 

 EVENT CHAIRPERSON:  Virginia Voit 

Ph: (503) 366-0445 

Hotel Information  to be listed with the Gateway Premium List when 

available. 
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