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and worked very hard to convince Dick and I 
that we needed to get him to shows.  All we 
needed to do was just hold the lead and he 
would do the rest.  Lucky had a way of 
catching the judges eye, it was such an honor 
for judges to pull Lucky when they made 
their cuts. 
 
In October we were able to attend the 
National American Eskimo Dog Show in 
California, thanks to Debbie Mitchell 
needing a traveling companion.  What a 
THRILL it was when Judge Jeanne Heger 
awarded National Grand Champion and 
National Best of Breed to Lucky.  I believe 
another highlight was when Lucky receive a 
Group 3 at the Premier from Richard Yates, 
there were many great dogs in the breed and 
group.  THANK YOU, to all the judges that 
appreciated Lucky’s qualities, you have 
made 2009 a year the both Dick and I will 
never forget. 
 
I was asked to include some stats, good thing 
that I kept records.  Okay, here are the 
numbers.  Lucky was shown at 25 shows in 
Texas (8 weekends), 9 in Oklahoma (3 
weekends), 8 in Illinois (1 weekend), 4 in 
Michigan (Premier), 5 in Colorado 
(1weekend) and 3 in California (1weekend).  
Out of the 54 shows he was shown to 39 
different judges, awarded 43 BOB, 31 Group 
1st, 8 Reserve Best in Multi Breed Show and 
5 Best in Multi Breed Show.  Oh yes, 
interestingly about mid way through the year 
showing Lucky I found out the reason Dick 
asked me to show him.  Dick received a 
reprimand from some fellow eskie exhibitors 
for visiting with people ringside while 
showing Lucky at the Texas Classic and they 
felt he was not presenting him as well as 
could be. 
 
Dick and I have been showing American 
Eskimos since April 1974.  It has always 
been a family affair, both Randy and Rachele 
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Have you every felt like you had a guardian 
angel looking over your shoulder?  As I told 
many of you through out the year that is 
exactly how I felt!  With each of Lucky’s 
achievements my first thoughts were of Sue 
Houck.  Dick and I appreciate that she 
allowed us to have this amazing dog and 
have the experiences I never dreamed we 
could have. 
 
Dick and I received Lucky when he was 5 
months old from Sue and Joel Houck.  His 
first show was the Bluebonnet All-Breed 
Dog Club of Texas show in Hutto, Texas 
December, 2006.  He completed his UKC 
Championship that weekend with 2 Best of 
Winners and 1 Best of Breed.  In 2007 he 
completed his Grand Champion in October.  
Fast forward to 2009. 
 
We really like to support our fellow UKC 
shows and clubs and we decided to show 
Lucky in the Grand Champion Class at the 
Texas Classic in January.  I stayed home to 
look after the other dogs and Dick’s sheep.  
Lucky won Best of Breed 2 out of the 4 
shows.  In February Lucky and I went to the 
United Dog Owners show in Jefferson, Texas 
and won 2 out of 3 shows.  In March at the 
Northeast Texas AEDA show I was planning 
on Dick showing Lucky, however he was 
having trouble walking so I got the honor of 
taking Lucky into the ring.  He received Best 
of Breed at all three shows, his first Reserve 
Best in Multi Breed Show and was awarded 
his first Best in Multi Breed Show.  From 
that day on, Lucky was my dog and we 
decided we needed to get serious with this 
special little guy that Sue Houck had in 
trusted to us.  Lucky knew what he could do 

Repeat Performance – It’s Lucky Again! 
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“Dental disease goes much 
further than bad breath.” 

Nobody likes a dog with stinky 
breath.  The term ‘dog breath’ is synonymous 
with a bad smell.  It doesn’t have to be this 
way!  Bad breath is often the first sign of, 
what could be, quite severe dental disease.  
As dog owners we all try our best to give our 
furry friends the dental care they need.  But 
there are so many different theories about 
how to do this that it can be terribly 
confusing. 
 You may be thinking: why do I even 
care if my dog has dirty teeth?  Bad breath 
doesn’t bother me that much.  Well, dental 
disease goes much further than bad breath.  
As the bacteria in the mouth multiply, it 
creeps up under the gum causing them to 
become inflamed (red and puffy).  This is 
called gingivitis (gingiva = gums, -itis = 
swelling/inflammation).  Gingivitis will get 
worse and worse until the gums begin to 
recede from the teeth, making them loose and 
prone to fall out.  This can also result in tooth 
abscesses (pockets of bacteria) which can be 
very painful.  The bacteria in the mouth can 
then get into the blood stream causing your 
dog to get systemically ill as well (think 
fever, vomiting, etc).  This bacteria in the 
blood stream can lead to heart problems as 
well (the bacteria form emboli that clog 
blood vessels) such as endocarditis.  This is a 
particular problem with older dogs who are 
not only more fragile immunologically (and 
thus more likely to suffer greater harm from 
getting ill and less able to fight off infection) 
but who also tend to have dirtier teeth.  So 
keeping your dogs’ teeth clean is not only a 
benefit to you, it can help lengthen and 
improve their lives. 

Just My Opinion 
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 Ok, so we now know why it is so 
important to keep the mouth clean and 
happy, but how do we do it?  The absolute 
best way to ensure good dental hygiene for a 
dog is the same as humans: getting a teeth 
cleaning every 6 months.  Now dogs won’t 
sit nice and still for this so they have to go 
under general anaesthesia.  This presents its 
own risks often outweigh the benefits 
(especially if your dog has been debarked) 
which.  While many veterinary clinics offer 
deals to help with cleaning costs, many do 
not, so it is often not a financially viable 
option.  But fear not!  There are things you 
can do at home to help keep your dogs’ teeth 
shiny white and stink free. 
 There are a hundred and one 
theories on how to keep your dogs’ teeth 
clean, and many have merits.  But like 
anything, there are many that have 
drawbacks even greater than general 
anaesthesia.  One of these is feeding your 
dog raw bones.  Ok, raw bones are safer than 
cooked ones (cooked bones fracture and 
splinter easily and can cause choking or can 
damage the intestinal tract), they are still not 
great.  The idea is that the crunching on the 
raw bones help scrape the calculus (tartar) off 
the teeth.  They do, no doubt, but I don’t 
much fancy the idea of my baby choking to 
death when there are better ways to have 
clean teeth.  There are a large variety of 
dental treats available that work under a 
similar principle; though, to be fair, some of 
them have their own issues.  I am sure many 
of us remember the Greenies problem a few 
years ago (the new formulation is much 
better now, FYI).  Wet food, while tasty, is 
terrible for teeth.  No scraping at all and 
provides a perfect medium for bacterial 
growth.  Larger kibble dry dog food helps 
scrape teeth.  Now some dogs don’t believe 
in chewing (*cough* labs *cough*) so this 
isn’t always the best solution either, but 
worth a thought.   
 Did you know that there is actually 

  

enjoyed showing in Junior Showmanship 
and now Rachele’s son, Miller enjoys 
showing Lucky.  Last time they came to 
Oklahoma, when we picked them up at 
the airport, Miller wanted to know why I 
did not have Lucky with me.  I can not 
count the number of friends we have 
made through the years and the many 
places we have traveled. 

Again, THANK YOU to everyone for 
your support and encouragement we 
could not have done it without you.  To 
the many judges who saw that special 
quality in Lucky, and especially to Sue 
and Joel Houck for allowing us to have 
this special little guy that is such a 
natural in the show ring. 
                                    Eileen Kortemeier 
 

It’s Lucky Again!  (cont.) 
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Wet food, while tasty, is terrible for teeth.  No 
scraping at all and provides a perfect medium 
for bacterial growth.  Larger kibble dry dog 
food helps scrape teeth.  Now some dogs 
don’t believe in chewing (*cough* labs 
*cough*) so this isn’t always the best solution 
either, but worth a thought.   
 Did you know that there is actually a 
vaccine for dental disease?  It is very new 
(came out in the US last year) so if you have a 
dog who is prone to dental disease it may be 
worth looking into.  It only protects against 
one type of bacteria (Porphyromonas spp.) but 
it is the most common cause of severe dental 
disease in the dog.  Now it isn’t super well 
tested yet (it is a provisional license at the 
moment), but has shown very good results.  
You also have to booster it every 6 months 
generally right after a dental as the teeth must 
be clean first.  This could be ideal for some 
dogs (especially little dogs like Chihuahuas or 
Yorkies as they are horribly prone to dental 
disease).  For more information, check out 
Pfizer’s site here: 
http://www.pfizerah.com/Product_Overview.a
spx?drug=PH&country=US&lang=EN&speci
es=CN.  It isn’t super convenient and may not 
be there yet but it is certainly something to 
look out for, definitely a ‘watch this space’ 
kind of thing. 
   Now my personal recommendation 
for keeping dogs’ teeth clean is one that often 
hasn’t occurred to people even though we do 
it ourselves.  Brush their teeth!  Now before 
you call me a crazy person, it is important to 
know that dog toothpaste isn’t the same as 
ours.  Dog toothpaste is enzymatic where ours 
is mechanical.  We have to actively brush the 
teeth which scrapes the plaque off.  Dog 
toothpaste has chemicals (enzymes) that 
digest the bacteria on the teeth.  This means 
that Rover’s teeth will theoretically not get 
visibly cleaner by brushing but it also means 
that it is a heck of a lot easier to do!  My 
personal favourite brand of doggy toothpaste 
is Virbac CET.  It comes in dog friendly 
flavours like poultry (my dog’s favourite), 
fish, and malt (which no dog I have ever 
heard of likes…).  Enzymatic toothpaste has 
to sit on the teeth for about 5 minutes to do its 
job.  Har har har, you say, like that is gonna 
happen.  The trick is that dogs can’t lick their 
back teeth (between the tooth and cheek).  

Opinion, (cont.) 
 

Uh, Mom?  The door’s open! 

  

You just smear the goo (quite a bit, don’t 
skimp) on their molars, repeat on the other 
side and that is it!  It doesn’t do much for 
their front teeth, but most dental problems are 
in the back anyway.  Now the toothpaste 
specifically says that it doesn’t remove 
plaque, but in my experience I have noticed a 
definite lessening of plaque the longer I use it.  
How you can tell it is working is looking at 
the gums.  If they are getting less red and 
puffy at the bottom then it is working.  Also, 
my dog’s breath no longer melts my nose 
hairs.  She loves tooth brushing time.  It only 
takes about 30 seconds a night and a tube of 
$5 toothpaste every other month or so. 
 If you are just starting to brush your 
dogs’ teeth it can take a little bit of training.  
At first, just put a blob of toothpaste on your 
finger and rub that on their teeth.  Do that 
until they are comfortable and then you can 
move to the brush.  Personally, I just use a 
child’s soft toothbrush I picked up on sale at 
the drug store.  They sell fancy finger brushes 
(that fit on your finger like a thimble) or big 
long ones if you need more reach.  Whichever 
you and your pup prefer is really all you need.  
Now it is important to remember that you 
have to do this every day to be effective.  
Doing it every other day reduces the 
effectiveness to about 20% and once a week 
does nothing but make you feel better.  That 
isn’t to say that if you miss a day that you 
may as well not do it, but you should just add 
it to your daily routine.  It is also best if you 
can start brushing regularly right after a 
cleaning.  This is often not possible, but nice 
if you can work it.  My fuzzy lady loves tooth 
brushing time.  She hears me brushing my 
teeth, comes in to the bathroom and waits her 
turn.  After we are done, I let her lick off the 
toothbrush (it is totally safe to swallow, 
unlike human toothpaste). 
 Unlike human doctors, vets are 
trained in all aspects of medicine so be sure to 
talk to your vet as they are a dentist as well.  
There are tons of new options out and about 
and there is no reason not to try one or two of 
them:  most work quite well in combination.  
I just hope this gives you some new ideas to 
help in the constant battle against a mortal 
enemy: dog breath (and subsequent health 
problems.! 

A Vet Student At Large 
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President 
I indicated in the last newsletter that 
members of this organization have the 
opportunity to serve on committees that 
shape the now and future of this 
organization.  I have appointed a Finance 
Review Committee to oversee the 
development of a budget to recommend for 
our members at the annual membership 
meeting.  This committee is asked to review 
all of our financial matters and review new 
programs that may be developed in the future 
as to how that fits in with our budget.  I can 
see this committee becoming a standing 
committee that has continuing 
responsibilities and does not serve at the 
whim of the president.  We will see what the 
future brings in that regard.  We currently 
have most or all the members in place for 
that committee.   Additionally I am looking 
for a few more members to serve on a 
committee to look at our current rescue 
program and see if it can be more effective.   
I would like this committee to have a report 
to present at the annual meeting.  At the 
present time we do not have a person in the 
rescue coordinator position and we need to 
look at that matter as well.  We have other 
committees that serve our organization as 
well that need members to become effective.    
We have a Judges Review Committee that 
looks at judges that request sponsorship of 
our organization to become American 
Eskimo Judges.  We will again need a 
committee to consider requests from clubs 
for support for our Club Development 
Program.  We need more members to serve 
on the Futurity Committee.   We need a 
committee to help develop stronger, more 
effective Junior Handler learning programs.  
This committee could also administer the 
program that supports a deserving Junior 
Handler with a trip to the Premier.  We also 
have a American Eskimo Health Committee 
that should be monitoring health related issue 
in our breed.   For an organization to serve its 
members well, to avoid burnout of existing 
leaders, and to cultivate new ideas and 
develop new leaders we need members to 
serve on these committees.  We do not need 
or want “Feel Good” committees.   If we do 

From Your Board 
 

  

not have people willing to do these jobs, the 
jobs probably get done through your 
Executive Board, but not as effectively as 
through members working with each other.  
When ideas and projects come through 
committees and working groups, people 
listen and good ideas come from that 
interaction.  When ideas come only from 
individuals they often times “die on the 
vine”.  At the present time I do not feel we 
need to fill the Breed Standard Committee or 
Future Activity Committees.  I could be very 
wrong on that.  Please tell me if I am.   
Please contact your club president or any 
national officer with questions, ideas, or 
comments and to express an interest to serve 
your organization as a committee member. 
 
This fall NAEDA will host three all breed 
shows in Oklahoma on the weekend of our 
national show and annual general 
membership meeting.  Elsewhere in this 
newsletter you will find more of the 
schedule.  Heidi Halverson and Virginia Voit 
are hard at work doing the things necessary 
to get the show going and I am excited about 
it. 
 
This newsletter is also the first time we are 
using the option of electronic delivery.  
Please bear with us if we have some bugs to 
work out.  Barbara Davidoff has worked very 
hard to bring this together. 
 
I am very concerned about the future of this 
organization.  It seems to me some people 
seem willing to pass judgment on the 
motives of others as underhanded or 
overboard.  As a result I think people often 
feel doing nothing is safer than doing 
something because having people pass 
judgment or challenge your motives as 
impure is hard to take.  Be careful how  you 
come across to others when you interact with 
them. 

Bob Brekke 
eskyblue@msn.com 
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Vice President 
Well it has been a wild winter everywhere, 
from record snows and cold to more rain then 
anyone has seen in many a year. But I think 
that just maybe spring is trying very hard to 
get here.  At least the flowers are saying it’s 
time to show their pretty little heads again in 
the Pacific Northwest. 
 
We are working very hard to get the fall 
National show put together.  This will be the 
first time that the national has put on a multi-
bred show in conjugation with the National 
American Eskimo show. As well as hosting 2 
multi-breed shows on Sunday. The 
Oklahoma  club has secured the site and will 
provide the ring equipment and make sure we 
have a place to eat & stay.  That in itself is a 
big job, and we thank them for this. 
 
So start planning your trip for this fall to 
Norman, OK. So we can make this a very 
special show. 
See you there. 
 

Ginny Voit 
Voit12345@msn.com 

 
 
Corresponding Secretary  
By the time you receive this newsletter, the 
proposed change to the American Eskimo 
Breed Standard including a Toy variety, and 
eliminating the one inch variation between 
dogs and bitches will have gone out.  I hope 
each and every one of you will remember to 
read the instructions, and if necessary, to 
return to the entire proposal in its entirety in 
the previous issue of this Newsletter.  This is 
a very important vote in regard to our breed 
and I sincerely hope everyone will 
participate. 
 
The instructions and the ballot were 
previously approved by the author of the 
proposal, as well as the NAEDA 
Parliamentarian.  I have tried diligently in all 
my years as Corresponding Secretary to write 
a ballot that is not only short, but also easy 
for everyone to understand. 

Board, (cont.) 
 

 

“Start planning your trip 
for this fall to Norman, 
OK.” 

  

 
I also want to remind everyone, that 
whatever the outcome of this vote, the United 
Kennel Club has the final say.  They own the 
copyright of the American Eskimo Breed 
Standard and they can approve, disapprove or 
modify any changes we vote to make. 
 
If ANYONE should have any questions, 
please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 

Debbie Mitchell  
eskie18@earthlink.net 

 
 
Publicity Director 
 
I have been asking for a name for the 
newsletter since I took the job, but never 
really got around to doing anything about it.  
I wanted to call it “The Poop Scoop” but 
figured I would probably offend someone 
who doesn’t share my bizarre sense of humor 
.  I think it would be great to have a real 
name, so why don’t you all put on your 
thinking caps and let’s come up with 
something besides “The Newsletter”.  I have 
no idea if it has to go through a membership 
vote, but if so, at least I will have some ideas 
to take to the membership meeting in the fall.  
Please send any and all ideas to me at 
barb@mswiz.com - otherwise you may just 
get stuck with MY names   
 
The newsletter can be accessed in its new 
home at http://naeda.org.  It will be password 
protected soon.  You will be receiving a 
postcard by snail mail with this information 
and the password.  If you do not receive a 
postcard let me know.  Twenty-two copies 
will me mailed to those who chose the 
hardcopy option. 
 
Please let me know asap if you have trouble 
accessing the newsletter in it’s new home.  
Happy reading!   

Barb Davidoff 
barb@mswiz.com 

 
http://NAEDA.org 
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Treasurer 
The financial reports included with this newsletter are: 

• 2009 Balance Sheet dated 12/31/09 
• 2009 Final Profit and Loss Statement for the year dated 12/31/09 
• 2010 Balance Sheet as of 3/11/10 
• 2010 Profit and Loss Statement for 2010 January 1, 2010 – March 11, 2010 

The newsletter expense in the 2010 P & L is for the mailed December 2009 newsletter. Expenses since the first of the year 2010 
have primarily been for membership past due notices and for the upcoming breed standard proposal ballot mailing. For the first 
time in my 15 years on the job as Treasurer I’ve ordered new checks but those fees have not yet posted to our account.  
The dues increase for 2010 has given us a stronger base to work from toward our 2010 expenses. Our insurance renewals come 
in April and I’m hoping for no increase since we’ve never had a claim. Our expenses for the Fall National will be expanded by 
the fact that we will be holding 3 multi-breed shows. Initially we will have a large outlay for ribbons but will be hopefully offset 
with revenue generated by the entries of the multi-breeds. 
 
Barbara Davidoff will give you an update on how the newsletter will work on line. We have had 22 households pay to have a 
printed version of the newsletter mailed to them.  
 
Pay Pal payments through our NAEDA website at www.americaneskimo.com/NAEDA are available for the following: 
AOM/AOMX nominations, dues, breeder referral listing, trophy sponsorship, entries, and newsletter subscriptions, 
Futurity/Maturity program, advertising in the newsletter. Please remember to add 5% to the amount for the Pay Pal fees. Forms 
are also on line on our website for membership and other activities. Please remember to check out the website if you wish to 
participate in any of these activities. 
 
As always, if you have questions regarding any of the financial information or membership information for NAEDA I certainly 
will help as best I can. 

Sally Bedow 
besota@earthlink.net 

 

Board, (cont.) 
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FYI 
Want to know more about the NAEDA? 

http://www.americaneskimo.com/NAEDA/ 
Need to know show dates? 

http://www.ukcdogs.com/ConformationEvents.htm 
Who’s in the Top Ten for 2008? 

http://www.ukcdogs.com/ConformationTopTen.htm 
Want to discuss topics of interest to the NAEDA? 

http://pets.groups.yahoo.com/group/NAEDAMembers/join 
National American Eskimo Dog Association 
http://www.americaneskimo.com/NAEDA/ 

Webmaster: Anna Baughn 
 

N N N N N N N 
The Board of Directors consists of the officers of the Association, the President (or his/her 
designee) of each Member Association and Past Presidents of the Association. The Past 

Presidents of the Association are advisory directors only, with no rights to vote. 



Debonair American Eskimos 
Announces  

a repeat of the breeding that produced 
 

 
 
 
 
 

“Sultan” 
AKC CH/UKC GRCH Debonair's Some Kinda Wonderful 

2008 UKC #1 American Eskimo 
 

Max 
UKC GH CH/AKC CH  

Debonair's Demolition Man  
 

Optigen A 

Owners/Breeders:  Rick & Debbie Mitchell      eskie18@earthlink.net 
Krum, Texas                http://www.debonaireskies.com 

Ginny 
UKC GR CH/AKC CH 

Debonair's First Generation  
 

Optigen A 

Puppies born 
March 18th, 2010 



 
Journey – noun: [jur-nee]  passage or progress from one stage to another 

 
UKC GR CH/AKC CH/INT’L CH 

 Kiva-AH’s A Moment In Time CGC 
 

“Journey” 
 

Multiple BIMBS, RBIMBS & Group Winner 
#2 UKC Top Ten 2009  

 

 
 
        
 

 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 

 

 

Exquisitely Bred by Vada & Jim Binick and Kit Kelly  
*Kiva American Eskimo Dogs* 

www.KivaAmericanEskimoDogs.com  
 

Dam: AKC CH / UKC GR CH Sun Shadows Dream Catcher AOM-X CGC TD - “Cassidy” 
Sire:  AKC CH / UKC GR CH Kort-Mar Alpine Ragin’ Kajin AOM-X - “Kajin” 

 
~ Always Owner Handled and Loved By ~ 

 
Lynn & John McClure 

SeaTac, WA 
 

*AngelHeart-Eskies American Eskimo Dogs* 
www.angelheart-eskies.com 
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Another Besota / Kajin Kid Champion! 
Well Done Master Zen! 

  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Zen’s Universe 
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Breeders Extraordinaire: 
Sally Bedow & Bonnie Hardenstine 

Besota American Eskimos 
http://besota.pssweb.net 

 

Owners: 
Mark and Jennie Hyland 
Peoria, Arizona 
 
 

“ZEN” 
Ch. Besota Master of the Universe 

  
Sire: GR CH 'PR' Kort-Mar Alpine Ragin' Kajin 

Dam: CH Besota's Wild Child Zoe 
 
 



Ms. Wiz Eskies 
presents 

A New Champion 

“Rain” 
 
 

 
 

Ch. Ms. Wiz’s Rain of Terror 
Sire:  CKCCh/AKCNtlCh/UKCGrCh KortMar’s Sparkling Diamond “Gandalf” 

 Dam: AKCCh/CKCCh/UKCGrCH HamiltonBsota Mail Order Bride “M”  
 
 
 
 
 
Owner:  Barbara Davidoff           Ms. Wiz Eskies 
Breeders: Barbara Davidoff & Aspen Davidoff           Bellevue, WA 
www.mswiz.com          barb@mswiz.com 

Photo courtesy of:  Memories by Tarianne. 
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