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It had been a long time since I purchased a dog.  How-
ever, in everyone’s breeding program there comes that 
time.  I needed a bitch that was complementary to my 
line, but not so closely related to my males.  When 
Heidi Scheff had her litter out of Ace (2017 National 
Grand Champion) and Sushi in September of 2016, 
there were only 2 females.  Heidi was going to keep 
one. 

I let Heidi know that I was interested if the bitch was 
phenotypically suited to my males, was genetically 
suited as well, but not as tight a line breed, could sin-
gle track front and rear, and probably too many other 
qualities to mention, 

In December of 2016, I traveled to Heidi’s to see the 2 
females.   I told her not to tell me the one she wanted 
to keep.  I evaluated the females, and then told Heidi 

which one I wanted.  I guess it was meant to be that 
Heidi wanted to keep the one I did not choose. 

Jolene has surpassed all of my expectations.  At the 
tender age of 19 months, she finished her Grand 
Championship under 5 different judges.  The last week 
of June, at the OKC Summer Olympics, an AKC 
show, she won Winners Bitch at all 5 shows in which 
she exhibited.  I look forward to finishing her in AKC 
and hope to breed her after she is two years old.  I can 
only hope she will be as good a producer as she is a 
show dog.  A beautiful, typey bitch that is structurally 
sound with an excellent temperament.  Thank you 
Heidi! 

 

Debbie & Rick Mitchell     214-695-7539 

UKC GR CH DEBONAIR FUJI BEAUTYBEYONDCOMPARE 

aka “JOLENE” 
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Spring/Summer        NAEDA SPECIALTY AND ALL-BREED SHOWS 

 

2018 NAEDA National Specialty 

Saturday, October 20, 2018 

At the Locke Fire Department Fairgrounds 

In Locke, New York 

Judge Heidi Scheff 

ADVERTISING 

Advertising in the Newsletter is a great way to share news of your 

dogs, breedings, successes, and kennel happenings. Please contact 

the editor for specific due dates for advertising copy. 

   Issues Published in :     Advertising Rates: 

   Spring          Full page color:  
   Summer          $45  
   Fall          Full page B&W     
   Winter           $15 
             Front cover, inside front  
 For further information       Both in color   

 go to www.NAEDA.org        $55 
 

 

Airports 
Ithaca, 30 minutes from show  

Binghamton,  1 hour from show 
 Elmira, 1 hour from show 

 Syracuse, 1 hour from show 

 Rochester, 2 hours from show 

Camping 

 Available on site for $20 per night, 20 amp service with shared 
water 

Hotels in Cortland  

(30 minutes from show site) 

Ramada Inn (607) 756-4431 

Comfort Inn ( 607) 753-7721 

Quality Inn (607) 756-5622 

 

Banquet will be held at the show site  

(More details will follow at a later date.) 



LETTERS FROM THE BOARD 

President 

The NAEDA is gearing up for it National show in Oc-

tober. If you wish to donate a trophy, please look in 

this issue for the list of trophies that are available. We 

thank you in advance for your generosity in support 

the National with your donation. 

The National cannot succeed without the support of its 

membership. Each member is important to the Nation-

al. If you would like to help at the show, please contact 

one of the National Officers and let them know. There 

are many jobs, big and small that you can do, and each 

is as important as the other. 

We would like to give an American Eskimo seminar 

for everyone. This is an excellent time to learn about 

breeding, the Standard, history, and get answers to 

questions that you may have. Education about the 

American Eskimo is very important to the future of the 

breed. Knowing where we came from and where we 

are assists in knowing the correct path to take in the 

future. We will have more on the times as we get clos-

er to the show. 

We have new members this year, and we welcome 

you. We look forward to meeting you at the show. The 

National show is a great place to meet new people that 

have the same love for the American Eskimo as you. 

You can learn about the Eskie, and have a tremendous 

amount of fun at the same time. 

Until then,….have a GREAT summer, and I will see 
you in the Fall!  

Dana Allen, President 

Vice President  

I want to thank NAEDA for selecting me to be this 

year’s National Judge.   It’s a great honor to be select-

ed by my peers and entrusted by you to select the “best 

of the best” for 2018.  When I think back on my almost 

20 years in the breed now the National Shows are al-

ways the highlight of the year.  Getting to re-connect 

with friends and checking out everyone’s beautiful 

dogs yearly is something I look forward to every year.   

Having the National held all over the country I’ve been 

able to see a lot of areas which I have not been to in 

the past.  Now who can pass up the North East in the 

fall?  I can’t wait to see everyone and to celebrate our 

beautiful breed.  See you all there!!    

 Heidi Schaff, Vice President 

Parliamentarian 

Reasons to attend the National Show  

I am getting excited about the upcoming National this 

October.  The other Board Members and I are making 

plans to attend.  We hope you are, too.  In case you 

need some help deciding, I have put together this list 

of reasons an Eskie exhibitor should be planning to 

attend this NAEDA National show.  

1. The NAEDA National is only once per year. It’s a 

great opportunity to exhibit your Eskie for people who 

will be very attentive to see you and your dog; 

2. Your dog can earn points, win Best of Variety or 

Winners, win the Champions Class, or  win the Na-

tional Grand Champion, and National Best of Breed; 

3. You will see the top Eskies; 

4. You will support the breed; 

5. You will support the national and local clubs; 

6. It is a unique opportunity to talk to breeders and 

influencers in the breed; 

7. You might find a breeding mate for an upcoming 

litter; 

8. We look forward to seeing old friends; 

9. We meet new friends; 

10. You can find a mentor; 

11. You can voice your opinion at the meetings; 

12. Take a vacation and see the beautiful NE fall foli-

age. 

We look forward to seeing you at the NAEDA Nation-

al in October 

Susan De La Paz, Parliamentarian 



 

 

LETTERS FROM THE BOARD  

(Cont.) 

Secretary 

It’s that time of the year again to start planning for our 

Annual National that is approaching fast.  Don’t forget 

to support your breed club by attending October 20 & 

21 in Locke, NY.  Saturday’s show will be judged by 

Heidi Scheff (a breeder/judge) and Sunday will be 

judged by Mary Happel and TBA.  Saturday after the 

show, the NAEDA will be hosting our Annual Meet-

ings.  Finger Lakes AE Dog Association will be in 

charge of Saturday’s dinner (which will be a BBQ with 

the fixings).  And to end the night, is the Annual Auc-

tion (money raised in the Auction goes to breed re-

search/rescue).  The Auction items don’t have to be 

AE related or even dog related.  And donations are al-

ways welcomed.  

  

Please join our facebook page – National American 

Eskimo Dog Association – UKC 

Renee Strong, Secretary 

Corresponding Secretary 

THE NATIONAL GRAND CHAMPION TITLE 
                         

I know it is July, and it is hot most everywhere.  I 

know none of you are even thinking about October or 

attending the National in New York.   

 

I would like you all to consider attending. I know it is 

far, but you can fly in October.  You can drive if you 

are close enough, or you can drive if you are as crazy 

as I am. 

 

Of course we would like everyone to come that is 

able.  But, I want to talk about the Title. The Grand 

Champion title is very prestigious   It is very hard to 

attain and winning it is something that you will never 

forget. 

 

In August of 1996, a long time ago, I started grooming 

the dog I wanted to take to the National. The dog I 

thought the judge would like.  Unfortunately, he was 

blowing coat, so much so, that I knew he would not be 

ready in October. My male Conan was retired. He had 

not been shown all year, but he had a coat.   

 

I washed him every week until I left for the Nation-

al.  There were 20+ Grand Champions in the class that 

day, and I was showing a dog I was not sure the Judge 

would care for.  Anything can happen at a National, 

and usually does. We were at Purina Farms that year, 

before the Event Center. We were showing on grass at 

the bottom of a hill.  At the top of the hill was the 

grooming tent. Also, the many children in attendance 

were rolling down that hill laughing and playing. 

 

As a result, all of the dogs crated in the grooming tent 

were howling.  It might have hurt some of those 

grands, but it helped mine. Conan had his ears and tail 

up, and never stopped.  Those dogs and those kids won 

me the National Grand. It was a long time ago, but I 

still remember it like it was yesterday.  Then he won 

Best of Breed and a beautiful oil painting of an Ameri-

can Eskimo. The experience was priceless. 

 

I have had a lot of great dogs since that day in October 

of 1996.  I have been to the Garden, Eukanuba, and 

won the Breed at Premier with my Number 1 dog.  I 

have group placed in AKC showing my own dog. I 

have wonderful memories, but none will ever equal 

that day, because, you see, my friends and peers were 

there.  It was an unbelievable win with an incredible 

dog. 

 

That feeling can never be equaled, and I doubt it will 

ever happen to me again.  But, it could happen to you. 

Come to the National. Give your great dog a chance to 

win what I consider the most prestigious win there is, 

because your dog has to beat a lot of other great dogs 

with you handling him. 

 

I will be there this year.  I will be showing a Champi-

on.  I do not have a Grand Champion to show this year, 

so I do not have a dog in this hunt, sort of speak. 

 

So, please come and compete to get the experience of a 

lifetime.  It is well worth it! 

Debbie Mitchell, Corresponding Secretary 



 

 

LETTERS FROM THE BOARD 

(Cont.) 

Publicity Director 
I generally have a challenge or two when I sit down to 

do a newsletter. These were the winter and spring of 

discontent, mainly because they also were the winter 

and spring of viruses. Ugh!  But, the main difficulty 

has been our six week fight  to maintain internet ac-

cess.  Thankfully, we THINK the war is over, and we 

are on line for good. 

 

Premier’s  long-awaited shows include competition 

among the Top Ten winners of all breeds recognized 

by UKC for the previous year along with other con-

formation events. And, it also includes performance 

events. From what I understand, a great time was had 

by everyone! 

 

Thanks to Mary Verness for providing many of the 

photos from Premier. Bob Miller, Mary Verness, 

Tarianne Weaver,  Cynthia Trowbridge,  and others 

also provided photos used in show reports in the 

newsletter.  Any mistakes in identification of either 

people or American Eskimos is the fault of the editor.   

 

I miss Bloodlines, the photos of Eskies in UKC show 

rings, and photos of the people handling their Eskies.  

Since we no longer are gifted with the opportunity to 

look through Bloodlines, I am attempting something 

else.  I am publishing photos and whatever show re-

sults come my way in the NAEDA newsletter.  With 

the help of a lot of people,  this issue also includes 

photos of UKC show news at sites other than Premier.   

As we look through the pictures, I hope more of us 

will be able to put faces to some of the names we see, 

or are told about, of people who are out showing their 

Eskies. Thanks to everyone who contributed photos 

and information for this issue.  With your continuing 

help, we can  better know our fellow Eskie  exhibitors  

and their dogs.  Keep up the good work! 

 

Conformation photos are not the only ones which we 

could be showing.  I would like to have photos and 

results of agility competitions, rally, obedience, 

weight pull, nose work, herding, dock jumping, or any 

other UKC activity involving American Eskimo dogs.  

I have always shown in conformation, so that is what 

I know and where I have contacts.  If anyone knows 

people who are involved in other venues, please give 

me their names or give my contact information to 

them.  (Email me at kivakdogs@gmail.com.)  I look 

forward to the opportunity to feature these other areas 

of Eskie expertise in the NAEDA newsletter along 

with the ones already shared.  By showcasing the 

wide ranging abilities of the American Eskimo, we 

can further show the general public that our Eskies are 

more than just  beautiful, fluffy white dogs.  

 

I have included scanned copies of a couple of pages 

from the 1995 January-February issues of Bloodlines 

featuring Legends of the Ring.  Partially shown were 

Teston’s Snowflake and Kort-Mar Sierra’s Vegas and, 

Sheena if  you look carefully.  The photos are darker 

but I hope you can read the information re these dogs 

which are in so many of our pedigrees. 

 

And, a reminder.  Should any member of NAEDA  

have an Eskie cross the Rainbow Bridge, memorials 

are provided at no cost to the owner.  There IS a limit 

of one page.  Please, just let the me know and write 

whatever you want to write to help say goodbye to 

your beloved dog.  Should you have difficulty writing 

an obituary, all you have to do is provide photos ands 

minimal information, and I will write the memorial 

for you.  All too many of our members right now are 

experiencing that final goodbye, and sometimes it 

helps to share your thoughts about your Eskie. 

 

Hoping everyone has a wonderful summer!  As the 

hair flies off our Eskies with the rise in temperatures, 

remember that cooler temperatures  and great fun 

await you in  October at the NAEDA specialty in 

Locke, New York.  Hope you can make it! 

Vada Binick, Publicity Director 

 



Top Ten American Eskimos for 2017 
1. GRCH'PR' Sierra's Hallmark            Joseph L. Allen and Diana Allen  

02. GRCH'PR'Kiva's Siriusdrms Kajin Breeze        Denise Randall Miller or Robert A. Miller    

03. USA UFA GRCH'PR'Vibo's The Cream Always Rises     Danielle Christensen 

04. GRCH'PR'AHS Siriusdrms Palisade Hechoseme      Tiffanie E. Coe, Denise Randall Miller, Robert A. Miller  

05. GRCH'PR'Nuuktok's All Eyes On Me         Deborah Allen 

06. GRCH'PR'Smokey Mtn Fire And Ice         Karen Scholz 

07. NBOB NGRCH GRCH'PR'Kiva-fuji Sky's The Limit     Heidi Halverson  or Vada Binick      

08. CH’PR’ Anana’s Caught The Hail Mary        Stephanie Strunk, Kathleen Strunk 

09.  GRCH’PR’ Hamilton’s  Don Quixote         Shane Groves 

10. GRCH’PR’Maremar’s Hi Jinx           Mary M. Verness 

 

2017 TOP TEN AE COMPETITION  AT PREMIER,  RESULTS 

BEST OF BREED 

GRCH ‘PR’AHS Siriusdrms Palisade Hechoseme 
Owned by Tiffanie E. Coe, Denise Randall Miller, Robert A. Miller 

 

 



 

2017 TOP TEN AE COMPETITION  AT PREMIER RESULTS 
AWARD OF MERIT 

GRCH'PR' Sierra's Hallmark 
Owned By:  Joseph L. Allen and Diana Allen 

 

 

MICHIGAN AED COMPETITION AT 2018 PREMIER 
Best of Breed 

CH’PR’ Cherub’s Smitten In The Mitten CGCA CA 
Owned By:  Sue and Larry Caltrider 



 

 

 

 

 

 

MICHIGAN AED COMPETITION AT 2018 PREMIER (Cont.) 

Top left: 
Danielle Christensen 
and  GRCH ‘PR’ Vibo’s 
Cream Always Rises 
(Bailey) took GRCH.  
Top rt: Danielle Chris-
tensen and  USR UFR 
CAX GRCH ‘PR’ 
Pinebrook Smilin Milo 
of Vibo (Milo) take Best 
Veteran .  Rt: Best Al-
tered win by Diane Nie-
man Kaiser and Fres-
ca.. Lft:: Leann Neiman 
and Sierra’s Sarkany 
o’Aviron (Sarkany)  
took Best Male, owners 
also Joseph and Mona 
Eider. Sue Bell’s Misty, 
not pictured, received 
an AOM. Below: Ring 
setup at the show site. 



 

 

AROUND THE RINGS AT PREMIER 

The Eskie crew 
waiting around 
for  Top Ten 
competition at 
the wonderful 
hour of 6:45 a.m.  
How did they  
keep eyes open 
to groom? Left 
to right:  Diana 
Allen and Bent-
ley; Denise Ran-
dall Miller and 
Zephyr; Arthur 
Destin on the 
crate being held 
by Bob Miller; 
and right, Mary 
Verness with 
Jinx. Right: Dan-
ielle Christensen 
with Bailey. Be-
low left: Debi 
Allen’s Isaac. 
Below right: 
Very happy Bob 
Miller with Top 
Ten winner Ar-
thur Destin.  

In lieu of photos of some of the competing American Eski-
mo dogs, here is further information as to “who won what” 
and “with what dog”.  Sue Bell’s Misty received an AOM 
during competition at one of the shows. June 15, Debi Al-
len’s bitch took Winner’s Bitch and her GRCH ‘PR’ 
Nuuktok’s All Eyes on me (Isaac) took BOB and Group 1.  
(Pictures are provided for Isaac’s wins on the following 
pages.)  Also on June 15, Sue Caltrider’s GRCH ‘PR’ Ana-
nas Rhinestone Cowboy, CGCA CA (Stetson) received an 
AOM. Diana Allen’s GRCH ‘PR’ Sierra’s Hallmark (Bentley),  
received an AOM.  Diana Allen’s GRCH ‘PR’ Sierra’s Hall-
mark also received a BOB on Saturday, June 16, and on 
Sunday, June 17.   



 

AROUND THE RINGS AT PREMIER 

Debi  Allen and GRCH ‘PR’ Nuuktok’s All Eyes on Me 
(Isaac) won Best of Breed, then competed in Northern 
Group.  As shown top, center, and center right, he won 
a Group 1.  Then, center left, Isaac headed to Best in 
Show competition.  June 15, 2018. 

Bottom left and center: 

Diana Allen and GRCH 

‘PR’ Sierra’s Hallmark 

(Bentley). Bentley won 

two AOMs, and took 

BOB wins in the shows 

on June 16 and June 

17.  He also took a 

Group 3. Diana says, 

win or lose, he is a fun 

boy to show ! 



AROUND THE RINGS AT THE WASHINGTON CLASSIC  
Left: Bob Miller 
and BIS Veter-
an Zephyr: Rt: 
Lynn McClure 
with RBIS Al-
tered Journey 
on June 30; 
Center rt: Lynn 
McClure and 
BIS Veteran 
Seven,shows 1 
and 2 on June 
29, 2018. Cen-
ter left: Miller’s 
LJ romping at 
Argus Ranch 
show site.  Bob 
Miller took the 
photo. Denise 
is at the fence. 

Immediate 

right: Kris 

Oliversen and 

15 week old 

BIS puppy 

Charley. Kris 

bred Charley. 

Far right, Bob 

Miller pre-

sents LJ who 

had taken 

Best of Breed 

and a Group 

three at the 

show on June 

29. Posed 

photos were 

taken by Tari-

anne Weaver. 

Casual pho-

tos by Cyn-

thia Trow-

bridge. 



AROUND THE RINGS AT THE WASHINGTON CLASSIC  

Left: Tarianne 
Weaver and Solo 
who also qualified 
in agility in addition 
to BOB Altered 
wins.  Rt: Bob Mil-
ler moves LJ. Cen-
ter left:  Gary 
Campbell  and 
Konay in CH, Judge 
Nina Marie Sherrer.  
Center rt. Nancy 
Fransen in Group 
with Empress Niti-
ka. Bottom left, 
Nancy moves Niti-
ka. Bottom center: 
Lynn McClure’s 
Journey with her 
Best Altered wins.  
Bottom right: Kris 
Oliversen moving 
her 15 month old 
puppy girl Charley. 



AROUND THE RINGS AT THE WASHINGTON CLASSIC  

 

Top left: Denise 

Miller with Zeph-

yr.  Top right, 

Kris Oliversen 

and Rebel. Cen-

ter left: Likely 

Darby and Gary 

Campbell’s 

Konay and puppy 

Miluk.  Right cen-

ter: Lynn 

McClure and 

Promise.  Bottom 

left: Nancy Fran-

sen and Nitika 

moving out.  Bot-

tom right: Nina 

Marie Sherrer 

looks at Solo 

while Tarianne 

Weaver watches. 



AROUND THE RINGS AT THE WASHINGTON CLASSIC  

Left: Emerald City’s 

Landslide (Stevie) 

owned by Diane Merrill 

Right is CH ‘PR’ Sto-

rytime Sali Shmr Emp 

Nitika. Center left: Di-

ana Merrill shows Ste-

vie. Center rt:  Lynn 

McClure’s Seven.  Bot-

tom:  Diane Miller 

showing the Miller’s 

Arthur Destin, Nancy 

Fransen with Nitika, 

and Kris Oliversen and 

her puppy Rebel. 



UKC RINGS ELSEWHERE IN THE U.S. 

AROUND THE RINGS AT THE WASHINGTON CLASSIC  

Far left: Darby and Gary Camp-

bell’s Eskie puppy Miluk, asks, 

“Are you going to be my friend?”   

Next left: three white dogs, one of 

which is Zephyr handled by Denise 

Miller. Center left below: the Mil-

ler’s LJ on his crate.  Center:  San-

dra Lein’s Dreamer with Richard 

Lein. Center right: Kris Oliversen 

working to catch Rebel’s attention 

with some yummy treats! 



 

 

Exceptionally fun weekend at the Red Pine Kennel 

club dog show in Minnesota. Another great turnout of 

Eskies. Three more Fissan dogs are now UKC cham-

pions: Ch. Fissan's Minnie Pearl, co-owned by Kort-

ney Prior,  14, and my two young dogs Ch. Fissans I 

Won't Back Down ( Tommy) and Ch Fissan's Sign O' 

the Times.(Paisley). Also, congrats to Mary Oneil and 

Danny for two champion wins and to Lorraine Uthke 

and Belle for a champion win. Her boy Blaise also 

won Breed on Sunday show 2 with breeder Mary 

Verness handling. My two 9 month old pups each 

won a champs class (thank you to Mary for showing 

Tommy while I was showing another champion). 

Phoenix, co-owned by Barb Blackwood, was shown 

by Angel Nassif to get his first Champion win. And 

my Paisley won BOB over the champions and grands 

one show to go on for a Group 2 placement. Danielle 

Christensen won 3 BOBs with her girl Bailey and al-

so took home multiple group placements and at least 

one reserve BIS with her German Spitz. Also, super 

proud of the 4H kids I have mentored. So fun to 

watch Kortney and Malori Prior take in their own 

dogs and win majors plus finish a championship on 

top of running rally and junior showmanship. Con-

grats to Malori, 10, for her Best Junior over a large 

group of juniors. Also, a non-Eskie 4H friend Amelia 

and her Rottweiler who I have taught received a total 

dog award for qualifying ribbons in Rally showman-

ship and confirmation. She also completed her dog’s 

Championship and won Best Junior Showmanship. 

Lots of fun visiting with everyone and seeing every-

one come away with something. Now, time to take a 

break for a couple months as the temps rise and the 

fur flies off the dogs. We hope to be back in the con-

formation rings in September! 

- Carol Gallagher Nassif 

AROUND THE RINGS AT THE RED PINE KENNEL CLUB 

https://www.facebook.com/l.prior.5?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100009090913535&fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/lorraine.uthke?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=1405518700&fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=1405518700&fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/barb.blackwood?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/angel.nassif.10?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/crazyeskielady?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/crazyeskielady?fref=mentions


 

 
 

AROUND THE  RINGS AT RED PINE KENNEL CLUB, (Cont.) 

Left: Carol 
Galegher Nassif  
with “Paisley”, 
Fissan’s Sign “O” 
the Times.  Right: 
Malori Prior, 10, 
with her puppy 
“Junie”, I Walk 
the Line for You, 
plus a ribbon for 
Best Jr. Handler 
and Best of Win-
ners.  Center left: 
Kortney Prior,14,  
and Minnie Pearl. 
Center right: both 
Juniors and 
teacher .Carol. 

 Bottom left:   

Ryan Skamfer 

swith Danielle 

Christensen’s 

Bailey.  Lower 

Right:  Malori 

Prior, Kortney, 

their Eskies, and 

other unidenti-

fied onlookers  

are waiting out-

side the show 

rings for their 

names to be 

called to take in 

the  dogs.      



AROUND THE  RINGS AT RED PINE KENNEL CLUB, (Cont.) 

Kortney Prior 

and  her dog 

are paying 

close atten-

tion to what 

the judge is 

asking. Right: 

Several han-

dler, onlook-

ers,  and their 

Eskies are 

waiting to go 

into the ring.  

It appears 

that the Es-

kies are less 

than excited 

and  are rest-

ing. 

Center left:  Ryan Skamfer gets Bailey’s attention.  

Bailey is owned by Danielle Christensen.  Center:  

Malori Prior waits in the ring with her puppy, stand-

ing like a veteran. Center right: head shot of Lorraine 

Uthke’s Blaise.  Blaise won  BOB in Show 2 on Sun-

day with breeder Mary Verness handling.  Right:  (L- 

R): Carol Galagher Nassif, Lorraine Uthke, Kortney 

Prior, Malori Prior, Mary Oneil and Angel Nassif.  Es-

kies L-R: CH Fissan's O' Danny Boy (Danny); CH 

Fissan's You Got The Look (Belle); CH Fissan's 

Minnie Pearl (Minnie); Fissan's Man in Black; 

Fissan's I Walk the Line for You (Junie); CH Fis-

san's Built to Last; CH Fissan's I Won't Back 

Down (Tommy); CH Fissan's Sign O' The Times 

(Paisley).  Great to see these Junior Handlers, 

who are the future of our sport, with their Eskies 

in the show rings.  Congratulations!  



 

Seeking New Hope for 4-Legged 
Friends  * * * 
ASU Project Aims to Find Cancer Vaccine for 
Dogs 

By Rachel Leingang, Arizona Republic 

USA Today Network, May 11, 2018 

 Whitey, a 6-year-old rescued white pit bull, was 
Barrett McDermed’s baby. 

 After surviving a rough first few years of abuse 
involving dog fighting, Whitey was rescued by 
McDermed and his family, who treated him like a 
king.  He even slept on McDermed’s pillow. 

 But then the pup got a type of skin cancer.  
McDermed, a Chandler mechanic, spent thousands of 
dollars and untold emotional energy trying to save 
him.  He raised money on GoFundMe to help cover 
the expenses. 

 Two months ago, Whitey died after lots of ups and 
downs in his fight against the disease. 

 “It was horrible, Whitey was my baby.  He was my 
boy,” said McDermed, 36. 

 McDermed just recently finished paying off the vet 
bills. 

 An Arizona State University biomedical researcher 
may have found a way to keep dogs like Whitey from 
prolonged battles with cancer, and owners like 
McDermed from the high costs of specialty care. 

 Professor Stephen Johnston is developing a vac-
cine that he hopes could prevent cancer in dogs. 

 Johnston and his team are preparing doses of the 
vaccine and expect to start a clinical trial with 800 
dogs at three sites across the country this summer. 

 It’s the largest canine clinical trial of its kind ever 
conducted. 

 One in three dogs in the United States - about the 
same rate as humans - gets cancer.  It’s the leading 
cause of death in dogs. 

 If the vaccine to prevent cancer works in dogs, 
which even its creator thinks is a bit of a radical idea, 
it just might work in humans, too. 

 Maybe. 

 It’s “worth a shot”, Johnston said. 

 “I’m not convinced it will work, either,” Johnston 
said.  “I just don’t see any reason why it can’t  work.” 

 The vaccine works similarly to those that people 
get for infectious diseases, such as measles. 

 Johnston and his team found genetic variations in 
different kinds of cancer cells that are more likely to 
result in the body making immune responses.  The 
vaccine was created based off the genetic variants. 

 The idea is, if the dog receives the vaccine, it will 

raise its body’s immune response to those cancer vari-
ants.  Then, if the dog does later get cancer, the im-
mune system will see it and go after it, Johnson said. 

 Johnson said the vaccine could prevent all types of 
cancer in dogs.  And it’s possible the vaccine could be 
used as a therapy to treat cancer, which the study will 
also look at, he said. 

 While Johnston created the vaccine, it will be ad-
ministered at three universities across the country 
known for their expertise in veterinary oncology. 

 Dogs within 150 miles of the University of Cali-
fornia-Davis, Colorado State University, and the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Madison may participate, said 
Douglas Thamm, a veterinary oncologist at CSU who 
will lead the study. 

 The dogs must be between 6 and 10 years old and 
cannot have had cancer before the study begins.  
Some breeds may be excluded; a full list is available 
at VACCS.org. 

 Of the 800 dogs in the trial, 400 will be given the 
vaccine, while 400 will be given a fake vaccine. 

 Neither the scientists nor the owners will know 
which dogs got the real vaccine. 

 The study will answer a basic question:  Do the 
dogs who got the real vaccine experience less cancer?  
And if they do get cancer, is there a difference in out-
comes for those who got the vaccine? 

 The dogs will live their normal lives at home with 
their owners and come to see the researchers occa-
sionally over the multiyear trial.  They won’t be given 
cancer; the vaccine will be tested against naturally 
occurring cancers. 

 If any of the dogs get cancer during the trail, they 
will receive money to help cover treatment costs, 
Thamm said. 

 The vaccine already has been tested in thousands 
of mice and was found to be effective.  Johnston also 
tested it for safety on three research dogs, and there 
were no adverse effects. 

 The risk to dogs is low if the vaccine doesn’t work, 
he said.  And if it does work, the reward will be mon-
umental. 

 The Open Philanthropy Project said there didn’t 
appear to be any similar studies in medical literature 
or current clinical trials. 

 The group said it considered the trial to be a “high-
risk project with an unusual opportunity for high im-
pact.” 

 A preventative cancer vaccine would have an even 
higher value than cancer cure therapies, because it 
would be less expensive and expand life longer than 
current therapies for cancer, the Open Philanthropy 
Project said. 



 

 

 Seeking New Hope for 4-Legged 
Friends  * * * 
ASU Project Aims to Find Cancer Vaccine for 
Dogs (Continued) 

  Johnston has worked on the vaccine for more 

than 10 years.  In mice, the vaccine performed well 

and delayed or restricted tumor growth, showing the 

basic concept works, he said. 

Dogs are a bigger leap. 

 Mice and humans aren’t very similar, but cancer in 

dogs and humans shares many similar characteristics.  

Dogs, as pets, also share an environment with hu-

mans, which could affect cancer development, 

Thamm said.   

 The likelihood of hurting a dog in the process is 

“virtually zero,” he said  The dogs will get a bunch of 

free veterinary care.  The scientists will learn a lot 

about the vaccine and how it affects cancer in dogs. 

 Even if the vaccination only modestly reduced the 

likelihood of cancer in dogs, it would save money and 

lives, Thamm said. 

 “If I could put myself out of business...that would 

be great,” Thamm said. 

 The market for such a vaccine for dogs could be as 

much as $1 billion a year, Johnston predicted. 

 There’s only one dog cancer vaccine on the market 

now: Oncept, for the treatment of melanoma.  There’s 

only one cancer treatment vaccine for humans:  

Provenge, which treats prostate cancer. 

 Whitey had multiple surgeries to remove cancer 

spots on his skin, but they kept returning, McDermet 

said. 

 But if Johnston’s vaccine works, it could help pre-

vent cancer like Whitey’s in the first place.  The vac-

cine could work for all dogs, regardless of breed or 

age, Johnston said. 

 Researchers tend to believe cancers are unique, so 

a preventative vaccine aimed at all types of cancer 

can’t work, Johnston said.  And at the DNA level, 

that’s true, he said.  But at the RNA level, there are a 

lot of commonalities. He said. 

 Most people aren’t hostile to his idea, though some 

have criticized his work for creating false hope, he 

said. 

 “The community generally thinks that this is im-

possible,” Johnston said. 

 Johnston wants a vaccine that will prevent cancer 

in humans.  But he had trouble finding people who 

would back a human trial, so a dog trial became the 

next logical story. 

Most people would say a potential vaccine like his 

would be far off, decades or ore in the future, he 

acknowledged. 

 But if the dog trial proves successful, he said, it’s 

possible he could go to a developing country that’s 

more open to a human trial.  A low-cost preventative 

vaccine could be incredibly useful in the developing 

world, he said. 

 The promise of a readily available preventative 

cancer vaccine for dogs is still several years away.  

First, the trial would need to show the vaccine was 

effective.  Then, the U.S. Department of Agriculture 

would have to approve the vaccine for use. 

 If the dog trial works, then a human trial brcomes 

more likely, although there would need to be large 

amounts of funding.  All vaccines require approval 

from the Food and Drug Administration, which can 

take years of extensive research and review. 

 Basically, don’t expect a cancer vaccine for hu-

mans soon.  But, just maybe, there could be one some-

day. 

 McDermed has two other white pit bulls, Frank 

and Murphy, who like to lounge outside.  He tries to 

limit their time exposed to the sun, hoping to fend off 

skin cancer. 

 A preventative vaccine for dogs would be a god-

send, he said. 

 “Even if it was fairly expensive, I don’t care.  It’s a 

lot better than my dog dying, and having to spend 

thousands of dollars on surgeries,” McDermed said. 

 McDermed was able to raise nearly $1,500 on Go-

FundMe, though the cost for all of Whitey’s great-

ment totaled more than $4,000. 

 “I just got done paying Whitey off, after he was 

dead.  But it was worth it.  He was an amazing dog, 





 



 

 

AKC CH/UKC GRCH Kiva’s Dream Dancer 
“Stitch” 

 
May 9, 2003 - May 3, 2018 

                                 My beautiful Stitch is gone. 

  I was with him when he was born and again when he crossed the bridge.  A vet came to our home to help 

him out of his suffering as I stroked him and we said our last goodbyes. Stitch had been sick off and on since 

December and was diagnosed with high grade lymphoma shortly before his death. His vets and I did our best 

to make sure that his life was good through meds, a special diet, and lots of love. 

Stitch was an imp from the beginning and was known as “Stitchers the Great - Terror of the Puppy Pen”. He 

was known for his comic ways, his raucous barking, and his enthusiasm.  Oh, yes, and he was smart, too. He 

was quick to figure out ways to get treats and even was part of an ASU research study where he was a star.  

Through Stitch I learned the most about how to be a dog owner.  He was often a challenge, but made me 

laugh at his antics. 

Anyone who met Stitch knew how much he loved people. He had his human peeps and his cat buddies. He 

would grin just for his special people. When he was younger he would jump onto the couch so that anyone 

who walked by could pat him without bending over.  And, he played “leap frog” with his special cat buddies 

before snuggling up with them for a nap. 

I sure am going to miss my boy.  

Kit Kelly 



 

Starlight’s Annika Pot of 
Gold 

“Annika” 
Oct. 30, 2002 - April 15, 2018 

I said good bye to Annika the morning of April 15. My heart still is in a billion pieces. She was happy and 

playing with her “sister” Eskie Brooke right up to the end.  

She was my partner in life for 15 1/2 years. We learned agility together, I didn't know what I was doing and 

neither did she at first. She taught me so much about unconditional love, life and dog training! 

 She was an exceptional American Eskimo dog and not your typical Eskie personality, She loved every human 

she saw and expected to be petted weather she knew you or not.  

She loved toys and playing ball, cookies, tunnels and chicken! As for agility, well that was the love of her life! 

She achieved  too many titles to count. 7 NATCH's, 4 V-NATCHES and the 2012 NADAC National Champi-

onship win, 2 Platinum speed Stars awards, Elite Versatility, and 6,440 lifetime points. We finally figured out 

the agility thing!  

There will never be another Annika! She was a once in a lifetime dog. She was a wonderful sister to Brooke 

and taught her how to play and retrieve a ball. I met most of you reading this because of Annika and Agility. 

 Annika, my faithful friend, you left footprints on my heart forever.  I will never be the same for loving you 

and having your love. Most of all you were the love of my life and my best friend. You go get that last Touch 

and Go Q to finish your V-NATCH 5 in Heaven before God's eyes and send me a sign when you get it!  

Love, hugs and kisses from me and Brooke!  I will love you forever. 

Lisa Shelton 



  Elder Care Homes for Dogs? 
In Tokyo It is A Growing Business! 
 

 A news story from NHK World News, Japan News 

Room, apparently part of the PBS television network, 

posed the question on the morning of June 7: “How 

are Japanese citizens dealing with the aging of their 

beloved dogs?” 

 To answer the question, news people fanned out 

across Tokyo to interview people with aging dogs 

AND the businesses which have sprung up to cater to 

their needs. 

 Like most of us pet owners, the interviewed Japa-

nese men and women thought of their dogs as mem-

bers of their families.  And, they worried about meet-

ing the needs of their pets, wanting to keep the dogs 

comfortable and healthy as long as they possibly 

could.   

 People interviewed ranged from a woman who 

wanted a pet sitter for a few hours while she ran 

chores to a person who dropped off her dog at a day 

care facility and to another lady who had decided to 

put her dog in a home for elderly dogs. 

 For a fee of about $45 (I think it was dollars), the 

pet sitter gave the 17 year old diapered dog a massage, 

cuddled it, and did everything she could do to make 

the dog comfortable for about 2 hours.  The owner 

professed herself to be quite satisfied with the condi-

tion of her dog when she returned. 

 The day care facility for elderly dogs used a variety 

of practices to make the dogs comfortable.  They gave 

the dogs massages, warm foot baths,  exercised their 

legs, and provided the company of other dogs,  One 

practice mentioned was to bring in young female dogs 

to give the elderly male dogs something to make them 

more energetic and interested.  It certainly worked 

with the dogs televised.  I think the cost was some-

thing in excess of $45, but I believe the particular dog 

featured was not at the facility all day...just visited for 

several hours.  I believe him to also have been 17 

years old.  He seemed to be aware of his surroundings 

and to take some pleasure in his life. 

 The live-in home for elderly dogs featured a male 

dog about 18 years old strapped into a canine wheel-

chair.  He rested his head on a pillow attached to the 

wheelchair...could not lower his head to eat so food 

was put into his mouth.  His eyes were closed for most 

of the televised portion of the show, but he did move 

his “wheelchair” around the facility.  He, too, received 

massages, with his legs being exercised to keep the 

muscles working.  The owner visited daily, rubbed 

and patted the dog, and was quite satisfied with the 

dog’s care.  She said that the dog had dementia and 

had barked all the time at home.  The price mentioned 

for the live-in dog care facility was $1400 a month. 

 I cannot say that the dog in the elder care home was 

not receiving good care.  BUT, to me, the owner was 

doing the dog no favor by keeping it alive.  No vet in-

formation was furnished regarding the health of this 

last dog (or any of the other dogs, either), but I would 

wonder whether the dog knew its surroundings or its 

owner.  In our culture, it would have been time for this 

latter dog to cross the Rainbow Bridge.  I know from 

my own experience that the end-of-life decision is a 

very difficult one for pet owners.  Sometimes, because 

of health issues and obvious pain and discomfort, the 

decision is not as hard as it might otherwise have 

been.  But, in the case of a dog which cannot eat on its 

own, does not respond to its owner, does not respond 

to anyone else, either, the question would be, “Why 

am I keeping the dog alive?  Is it for him/her, or is it 

because I cannot bring myself to say goodbye?”  

Again, cultural differences might provide a different 

rationale than the one which I use. 

 The other dogs seemed to know their owners and to 

respond to the care which was being given to them 

and the humans who were providing the care.  

 Having had elderly and/or sick dogs, I can see that 

it would be extremely comforting and advantageous to 

have one-on-one care for my needy dog to give myself 

a  break and/or to honor other commitments.  The U.S. 

HAS doggie day care centers, and they seem to work 

very well for both humans and the dogs they love.    I 

cannot, however, see a real place in our country for 

the “nursing care” homes for elderly dogs.  Dog reha-

bilitation centers would likely do better, especially in a 

large city, but we dog people usually are careful with 

our money. Further, dogs are meant to be companions. 

- Vada Binick 



 

GOOD ADVICE! 
Look at the words on the left! Those 
of us who are breeders AND who 
show dogs sometimes forget that the 
point of breeding our dogs is to pro-
vide beautiful, long-lived, good tem-
pered, intelligent  pets to the general 
public...and our efforts to improve the 
breed hopefully result in puppies and 
adult dogs which embody those char-
acteristics. 
We breeders know it is vital to stay in 
touch with our puppy owners and 
help with any issues.  Personally, I 
have found that owners of show dogs 
or performance dogs tend to stay in 
touch better than owners of household 
pets.  No doubt, that is due to our  
need to share our accomplishments 
with someone who really wants to 
hear our stories.   The goal of lifetime 
placement, though, is one we all 
strive to achieve! 

Vada  Binick 
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